Private Oliver James Smith©
Regimental Number: 126790
3rd Machine Gun Corps

born: about 1898 - died: 26 May 1918

Oliver James Smith, born about 1898 in Marksbury, Somerset, was the son of William Ambrose
(born about 1855 in Saltford, Somerset) and Susan (born about 1858 in Nunney, Somerset) Smith.!
William and Susan (the former Susan Elizabeth Charlton) married in 1880.2 Oliver’s siblings
probably included Agnes Laura Gertrude (born in 1881),3 Ambrose William (born in 1882),
Thomas (born in 1884, but probably died the same year),> Florence Edith (born in 1887),6 Eliza
Annie (born in 1887),” Elizabeth Kesia (born in 1889, but died at the age of 21 in 1910),8 Susan
Mabel (born in 1890),? Beatrice Rose (born in 1892),1° Frederick (born in 1895),11 Henry George
(born in 1897)12 and Melinda Alexandra Maud (born in 1903).13

When William and Susan began their married life, William was an agricultural labourer.14 By 1891,
he was a carter and the family was living in Stanton Prior in Somerset.!5 In 1901, William was once
again an agricultural labourer and the family was living in Marksbury, Somerset.16 They were still in
Marsbury in 1911, living at 12 Vale Cottage. William was a cowman on a diary farm and three of his
sons were also farm labourers.1”

Oliver enlisted in Weston-super-mare in the Machine Gun Corps.18 In 1915, machine gun sections
had been removed from Infantry battalions overseas and formed into machine gun companies, one
of which was attached to each brigade. In 1918, four companies were formed into a machine gun
battalion and one machine gun battalion was attached to each
division.1?

On 20 May, Oliver was gassed and admitted to No. 1 Canadian
Casualty Clearing Station.2® He survived for six days,
succumbing to his injuries on 26 May, and was buried the
following day in the Pernes British Military Cemetery (Plot 2,
Row C, Grave 42) with the chaplain, ]. K. Tibbits presiding.
Oliver was identified as being a member of the Church of
England.

On 20 May, 370 soldiers were admitted to No. 1 CCCS—by far
the highest number of admissions in any one day that
month.2! This brought the total number of patients to 522. In
the whole month of May, there were 115 deaths at this CCCS -
more than in any of the other three and a half months that No.
1 CCCS was in Pernes. The Pernes British Military Cemetery
was only set up in April 1918 when No. 1 and No. 4 CCCS came
to Pernes, driven back by the German advance.22

His father, who was still living at Vale Cottage, Marksbury,
was notified of his death.23

Oliver James Smith in Pernes British Military Cemetery
(Source: Author, Tuly 2015)



Oliver was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918) and the
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).24
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