
Private Oliver Llewellyn Boon  
Regimental number:  16842 
1st Battalion, North Staffordshire (Prince of Wales's) Regiment  
 
born:  1879 - died: 30 April 1916 
 
Private Oliver Llewellyn Boon was born in 1879 in Mow Cop, Cheshire1 and was baptised on 7 
September of that year.2 He was the son of William and Edith Boon. William was born in about 1848 
in Biddulph, Staffordshire and Edith about two years later in Shrewsbury, Shropshire.3 William and 
Edith (formerly Griffiths) were married near Congleton in 1867.4 They had seventeen children, 
fourteen of whom survived to 1911.The children were Robert (born in 1868, but died in 1869),5 
Albert John (born in 1870),6 Alfred Edward (born in 1871),7 Charlotte Maria (born in 1873),8 
Frederick William (born in 1874),9 Archibald (born in 1875),10 Peter (born in 1877),11 Lettice (born 
in 1878),12 Oliver, Laurence (born in 1881),13 Edith Alice (born in 1882),14 Gertrude Selina (born in 
1885),15 Mabel Ruth (born in 1887),16 Constance Millicent (born in 1888),17 Evalyn Beatrice (born 
in 1889, but died in 1889),18 Rufus (born in 1890)19 and Gladys Lilian (born in 1892).20 
 
In 1881, the family was living in Mow Cop, near Odd Rode, Cheshire, where Oliver’s father was a 
coal miner.21 In 1891, Oliver’s father was a colliery fireman and the family was living on Albert 
Street in Longton, Stoke-on-Trent. Oliver was a “potters’ jigger turner” (halftime).22 In 1901, the 
family had moved to Cromartie Street in Longton. Oliver’s father was still a colliery underground 
fireman, but his son had joined him underground, where he was a coal miner “loder 
underground.”23  
 
In the summer of 1902, Oliver married Lilian Dain Clay.24 Lilian was born in 1884 in Bursalem, 
Staffordshire and baptised at St John’s Church on 10 December of the same year.25 She was the 
daughter of Alfred and Alice (nee Dain) Clay.26 They subsequently had six children: Doris Margetta 
(born on 13 January 1903), Elsie Edith (born on 22 June 1904), Millicent (born on 8 January 1906), 
Alfred Ralph (born on July 1913), Norman Llewellyn (born on 11 May 1909) and Oliver John (born 
on 8 May 1916).27 Oliver John was born just eight days after his father’s death.  
 
In 1911, Oliver and his family were living at 24 Foley Place, Fentons, near Stoke-on-Trent, where 
Oliver was a coal miner and hewer.28  

 
Oliver was 35 years old when he enlisted in the North Staffordshire Regiment on 9 February 1915 
in Longton, Staffordshire.29 He has previously served four years as a volunteer. He was 5’ 6” tall, a 
collier and living at 24 Foley Place, Fenton in Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire. He served with the 1st 
Battalion, which first went to France in September 1914.30 Oliver joined the Battalion and the 
British Expeditionary Force in France on 14 December 1915.31  
 
In April 1916, the 1st Battalion was stationed north of Wulverghem, Belgium.32 At 12.55 a.m. on 30 
April a gas alarm was given. There was one wave of gas, probably chlorine, which lasted about 20 
minutes. With winds blowing 10 miles per hour, the gas covered about 50 metres in eleven seconds. 
That did not give the men much time to adjust their helmets and a large portion of the men were 
gassed. At 1.20 a.m. a German attack began. There was considerable confusion because of the 
suddenness of the attack and the fact that the men were still wearing their smoke helmets and, as a 
result, were partially blinded. Although the Battalion had to evacuate the area, the enemy was not 
able to advance and much of the area was reoccupied. A shortage of bombs prevented anything 
more than a steady advance of the Battalion and the enemy was able to return to its own lines. The 
enemy had taken one man prisoner and killed or wounded a dozen more men. “Our losses from gas-
poisoning were considerable chiefly owing to the speed with which the gas travelled over the short 



distance between the trenches. Smoke helmets when adjusted properly in time proved most 
effective.  A large number of men suffered from after-effects being taken ill 12 to 24 hours after the 
gas had passed. Most of their cases, however, were only slight.”33  
 
Unfortunately this was not the case for Oliver. He died of gas poisoning on 30 April 1916 at No. 1 
Canadian Casualty Clearing Station, less than five months after arriving on the Front.34 The effects of 
the gas attacks were also felt at No. 1 CCCS, stationed near Bailleul,35 which was just about six miles 
from Wulverghem. In April and June 1916, the 1st Battalion of the North Staffordshire Regiment 
suffered well over 500 casualties in two serious gas attacks, while in the trenches north of 
Wulverghem.36 Oliver lost four comrades from his battalion in the few days at the end of April and 
beginning of May: Private James Morgan, Private Samuel Bertrem (Bert) Clewlow, Private George 
William Burrows and Private Thomas Alfred Hulme. Most of his comrades had been poisoned by 
chlorine gas. 
 
Oliver was a member of the Church of England37 and was buried in the Bailleul Communal 
Cemetery Extension, Nord (Plot II, Row D, Grave 132).38 Bailleul is in France, close to the Belgian 
border. It was occupied on 14 October 1914 and became an important railhead, air depot and 
hospital centre. Several Casualty Clearing Stations, including the 1st Canadian, were quartered there 
for considerable periods. The earliest Commonwealth burials at Bailleul were made in April 1915. 
An extension was built and burials continued until April 1918, and occurred again in September 
and after the Armistice, when graves were brought in from the neighbouring battlefields.39 
 

A letter was sent to his wife, who was living at 292 Uttoxeter 
Road in Normacott, Stoke-on-Trent, to notify her of his death.40 
She also received the monies owing to him from the army after 
his death.41 His personal effects were returned to his wife and 
included a first aid book, a note book, a “title,” a disc, a 
dictionary, letters and photographs.42  
 
Oliver was awarded the British War Medal (for service 
overseas between 1914 and 1918), the Victory Medal (for 
service in an operational theatre) and the 1914-15 Star (for 
service in the war against Germany between 5 August 1914 
and 31 December 1915).43 He is recognized on the Longton 
Cenotaph War Memorial.44 
 
Oliver’s older brother, Peter, also served in the Great War. He 
was a miner when he enlisted on 31 August 1914, at the age of 
34, as a Private in the North Staffordshire Regiment.45 He 
transferred to the Nottinghamshire & Derbyshire Regiment 
(Sherwood Foresters) and then to the Durham Light Infantry. 

He was serving with the 2nd Battalion, West Yorkshire Regiment when, in October 1917, he was 
considered no longer fit for war service and was discharged. This was a result of an illness that was 
aggravated by active service. He was living with his wife, the former Mary Davies, and their three 
children (Lawrence, Harold and Bertha) at 10 Summer Row, Longton, Stoke-on-Trent. He died just 
five years later at the military hospital in Cannock Chase, Staffordshire. He died on 22 November 
1922 of a duodenal ulcer that he had had for about seven years.  
 
It was not determined if any of Oliver’s other older brothers served in the Great War.  
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