Sergeant Charles Downs©
Regimental number: 50734
15th Siege Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery

born: 1892 - died: 3 July 1918

Sergeant Charles Downs, born in 1892, was the son of Charles and Catherine Downs of

Basford, Stoke-on-Trent in Staffordshire.! He was baptized on 31 July 1892 in Wolstanton.2 His
father, Charles, was born about 1866 in Longbridge Hayes, Staffordshire, the son of Aaron and
Emma Downs.3 His mother, the former Catherine Cartwright, was born in about 1865 in Church
Lawton, Cheshire, the daughter of William and Mary Cartwright. Charles and Catherine were
married on 9 January 1890 in Wolstanton, Staffordshire.* They had seven children: Evelyn Mary
(born in 1890),5 Charles, Dorothy (born in 1895),6 Frederick (born in 1897, but died soon after
birth),” Catherine (born in 1899),8 Annie Louisa (born in 1902),° Leonard (born in about 1905),10
James Cartwright (born in 1907)11 and Marion Elizabeth (born in 1910).12

In 1891, Charles and Catherine, with their first daughter, were living on Sparrow Terrace,
Wolstanton either with or next door to Charles’ parents, Aaron and Emma Downs. Charles was an
earth potter and his father, Aaron, was a potter’s foreman. By 1901, the family, now with four
children, was living at 2 Greengates in Turnstall, Staffordshire. Charles was a potter’s flat presser.
Sadly, in 1907, Charles’ mother died!3—perhaps in childbirth—Ileaving his father with an infant and
five other children under the age of sixteen. Two years later, his father remarried. He married
Elizabeth Lawton late in 1909.14 Together they had at least one child—Marion Elizabeth, born in
1910.15 By 1911, the family now included eight children,¢ who were all still living at home at 27
Clarence Street, Basford, Stoke-on-Trent.l? Charles was still a potter’s foreman and three of his
children were working in the potting industry.

A R A + | Charles enlisted in the Royal Garrison Artillery. The RGA

: was one element of the Royal Regiment of Artillery, which
“From 1914 when the army possessed very little heavy
artillery ... grew into a very large component of the British
forces.”18 “The Siege Batteries were deployed behind the
front line, tasked with destroying enemy artillery, supply
routes, railways and stores. The batteries were equipped
with heavy Howitzer guns firing large calibre 4, 6, 8 or 9.2
inch shells in a high trajectory.”1° Charles served with the
15th Siege Battery, which went to France on the 11 July
1915.20 Charles followed six days later.21

Charles survived three years of the war, only to die of
pneumonia in 1918. He was already dead when he was
admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station on 3
July 1918. He was buried the same day in the Pernes British
Military Cemetery (Plot 5, Row D, Grave 18) with the
chaplain J. K. Tibbitts presiding. Charles was identified as
being a member of the Church of England. His father, who
was still living at 27 Clarence Street in Basford, was notified
of his death.

b3S ;
C. Downs in Pernes British Military Cemetery
(Source: Author, July 2015)



On the day that he was admitted and died, No. 1 CCCS had received 138 patients and Charles was
one of 39 to die at the CCCS that month.22 There are over 1,000 First World War soldiers buried in
the Pernes British Military Cemetery—most of them were soldiers who died at one of the nearby
clearing stations.23 This cemetery was only set up in April 1918 when No. 1 and No. 4 CCCS came to
Pernes, driven back by the German advance.

Charles was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918), the
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the 1914-15 Star (for service in the war
against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915).24
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