Private Alexander Watson Barker©
Regimental number: 43335
5/6th Royal Scots

born: about October 1890 - died: 29 August 1917

Private Alexander Watson Barker was born in about October 1890 in Carnwath, Lanarkshire,
Scotland.! He was the eldest son of Alexander and Jane Baker.2 Alexander Sr. was born in South
Leith, Midlothian, in April 1856, the son of Watson and Jessy Barker.3 Jane (nee Bissett)* Barker was
born in about 1862,5 in Carnwath.6 Alexander and Jane married in about 1889.7 In 1911, his mother
was still recorded as being married, but her husband was not with the family at the time of the
census. Jane and her husband had four sons, three of whom survived to 1911:8 Alexander, Thomas
(born on 26 August 1893)9 and John (born in about 1896).10

In 1901, Alexander and his two brothers were living with their mother at 9 Viewforth in Edinburgh,
where his mother took in boarders.!! Ten years later, they were at the same address.!2 By then
Alexander was a house painter (like his father before him!3) and his two younger brothers were a
grocery salesman and a picture frame maker. By the end of the war, he only had one brother,
Thomas. It is not known what became of John, but perhaps he died in the Great War.

Alexander enlisted as a private in the 9th Battalion of the Royal Scots on 28 February 1916.14 He
was 5’ 634" tall and living at 15 Barclay Place in Edinburgh. He signed his Imperial Service
Obligation on 8 June 1916. Two months later, he transferred to the 12th Battalion; five days after
that he left Folkestone to join the Western Front.

Less than a month later, he was wounded in his left leg, neck and arm. He was admitted to the 17th
Field Ambulance on 6 September. He was later transferred to the 22nd Casualty Clearing Station
and then the hospital in Etaples before embarking for England on 22 September. He was admitted
to the East Leeds War Hospital on 23 September and discharged six weeks later. He appears to have
rejoined the British Expeditionary Force in France on 2 February 1917 and transferred to the 5/6th
Battalion a month later.

He was wounded again—this time fatally. The day that Alexander was injured, the enemy was fairly
active with shells and trench mortars.!> Alexander was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty
Clearing Station, probably on 29 August 1917,16 with gunshot wounds. His right leg had been blown
off below the knee and he had a fractured left tibia. He died at the station on 29 August!? and was
buried at Adinkerke Military Cemetery (Grave Reference: B. 34).18

Adinkerke Military Cemetery is 20 kilometres east of Dunkirk, in the community of De Panne, just
across the border into Belgium. There are 168 Commonwealth soldiers from the Great War buried
in the cemetery.1®

His mother was identified as his next of kin and received the monies owing to Alexander from the
army upon his death.20 She also received his personal effects: “Letters, Photos, Diary, English and
French Dictionary, Titles, Mirror in Case, Coins.”21

Alexander was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918) and
the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).22



Immediately after the Great War, his mother was still living in Edinburgh at 71 Morningside Park.
His brother Thomas had immigrated to the United States before the war. He had sailed from
Liverpool on 1 April 1914 and travelled to the US through St John's, New Brunswick, Canada,?3
arriving in Chicago on 12 April 1915.2¢ Three years after arriving in the US, he married Agnes
Ekstrom in Salt Lake City, Utah. Agnes was born on 15 March 1895 in Morgan, Utah.25 Agnes and
Thomas probably had four children: Jeannette, Jane, Lucille and Ronald.26

Thomas served in the American Expeditionary Force during the Great War and, at one point, was in
the 159 Field Hospital.2” Before enlisting, he had been a warehouse salesman in the Utah Oil
Refinery. After the war, he was living at 350 West 6th North Street in Salt Lake City, Utah and was
working as a still man at the Utah Oil Company.28

Alexander’s mother Jane had lost three sons and her remaining son had immigrated to the US. So
Jane joined Thomas and his family in the US after the war. She sailed from Glasgow to New York
City on 19 August 1922.29 In 1930, Jane was living with Thomas, his wife Agnes and three of his
children in Reno, Nevada.3? Thomas was then a vacuum salesman.

Thomas died on 29 August 1947 in California. Alexander’s mother had now outlived her husband
and four sons. She died in September 1951 in Sparks, Nevada.3! In addition to family in Scotland,
she was survived by three grandchildren and five great-grandchildren.
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