
Sergeant Robert Harper© 
Regimental number: 43249 
17th (3rd Glasgow) Battalion, Highland Light Infantry  
 
born: about 1894 – died: 4 September 1917 
 
Sergeant Robert Harper was born in about 1894,1 the son of John and Euphemia Harper of 
Cowdenbeath, Fifeshire, Scotland.2 His father John was born in about 1844 in Quarter, Lanarkshire, 
and his mother, the former Euphemia McBeath, was born in about 1852 in Carnock, Fifeshire.3 They 
married in Hamilton, Lanarkshire on 29 December 18714 and had at least eight children: Thomas 
(born in about 1873),5 Charles (born in about 1874),6 John (born in about 1880),7 Margaret (born in 
about 1880),8 Archie (born in about 1883),9 Lily (born in about 1886),10 Jessie (born in about 
1891)11 and Robert.  
 
In 1881, the family was living in Dalserf, Lanarkshire, where Robert’s father John was a coal 
miner.12 Twenty years later, they were at 8 Park Avenue, Springhill, Fifeshire.13 Robert was a 
scholar and his father was still mining. 
 
Robert enlisted in the Highland Cyclist Battalion (Regimental number: 1424) in Kirkcaldy, Fifeshire. 
Later he transferred to the Highland Light Infantry, where he was a sergeant.  
 
In early September 1917, the 17th Battalion was on the front line near Nieuwport, Belgium.14 The 
battalion had been subject to continuous enemy shelling. Parties carried out daring sorties through 
swampy ground to collect information. On 3 September, the battalion was replaced by the 11th 
Border Regiment and went to billets at Queensland Camp in Oost Dunkerke. The next morning was 
uneventful and the soldiers were engaged mainly in training; however, at 2 p.m. the enemy shelled 
the camp and a hut occupied by B Company was hit. Two sergeants who were inside were killed 
and one sergeant and three soldiers from the non-officer ranks were wounded. It is likely that 
Robert was the sergeant wounded in the attack. He was admitted on 4 September to No 1 Canadian 
Casualty Clearing Station with wounds to his abdomen and face.15  He died the same day and was 
buried the following day in Adinkerke Military Cemetery (Grave Reference: E. 1).16 
 
Adinkerke Military Cemetery is 20 kilometres east of Dunkirk, in the community of De Panne, just 
across the border into Belgium. There are 168 Commonwealth soldiers from the Great War buried 
in the cemetery.17  
 
Robert’s sister, Mrs D. Nisbit of Effreville, Calderhead, Shotts in Lanarkshire, was his next of kind 
and was notified of his death.18 However, the monies owing to him from the army upon his death 
were sent to Robert’s father.  
 
Robert was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918) and the 
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).19 
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