
Private George McDonald© 
Regimental Number: 249731 
13th Canadian Battalion 
 
born: 24 May 1887 – died: 12 March 1918 
 
George McDonald was born 24 May 18872 at Glasgow, Scotland, to Alexander and Elizabeth 
McDonald.3 We know little about George’s ancestors, but it is possible that his father Alexander E. 
McDonald was born 30 December 1856 to Alexander McDonald and Elizabeth McCulloch.4 George’s 
father Alexander was a wood sawer,5 and he and Elizabeth had eight children: John, born about 
1875; James, born about 1877; Agnes, born about 1879, Alexander, born about 1880;6 Elizabeth, 
born about 1884; George; Cathrine (Kate), born about 1889;7 and David, born about 1895.8 
  
Due to the common names, very little evidence associated with the family was found, except for 
George and David. Both sons fought in the Great War, but not for the United Kingdom. Interestingly, 
George fought with the Canadian Expeditionary Force9 and David with the Australian Imperial 
Force.10 David was 21 and an engineer when he enlisted on 5 September 1914. He identified his 
father, A. E. McDonald of Glasgow, Scotland, as his next of kin.  He was a private with the 1st 
Battalion, C Company, and embarked from Sydney, Australia, on 18 October 1914. David survived 
the Great War and returned to Australia, leaving Europe on 14 December 1918.11 
 
George enlisted with the 5th Battalion, Royal Highlanders of Canada, on 23 September 1914 at 
Valcartier, Quebec. He was then 27, 5’7” tall with a slim build. He identified his occupation as 
grocer.12 The 5th then became the 13th Battalion, which was formed mainly from volunteers from 
the Royal Highland Regiment of Canada (The Black Watch), based in Montreal. They were sent to 
England as part of the First Contingent on 26 September 1914, and became part of the 3rd Brigade 
of the 1st Canadian Division in France and Flanders.13 A book about The Royal Highlanders of 
Canada was written by Stuart Martin.14 While the story ends before George was killed in action, the 
book does describe his mobilization: 
 

“BEFORE the war the Fifth Royal Highlanders of Canada were affiliated with the Black 
Watch. On the outbreak of hostilities a battalion of the Fifth was mobilised at Montreal in 
August, 1914. By the 25th of the month 1,004 recruits had been accepted, and on that day 
the battalion entrained for Valcartier. Here, when a division for overseas was being 
organised, the battalion became the 13th Canadian Battalion, Royal Highlanders of Canada. 

 
On the 25th of September the battalion moved to Quebec and sailed for England on the 
troopship Alaunia, arriving there on October 16th. The winter months were spent in more 
training, and on the 10th of February, 1915, baggage was packed once more and the journey 
to France resumed. St. Nazaire was reached on the 16th. Four days later the battalion was 
inspected by Field-Marshal Lord French, after which a march was made to Armentieres. On 
the 24th the battalion companies went into the trenches for the first time, relieving the 
Buffs.”15 

 
Wikipedia briefly described the roll of this Division in the Great War: 
 

“The 1st Canadian Division served on the Western Front from April, 1915 until the armistice 
in November, 1918. Its baptism of fire occurred at the Second Battle of Ypres in April, 1915, 
when the German Army used chlorine gas for the first time in war. Neighbouring French 

http://www.canadiangreatwarproject.com/writing/PersonalitiesInTheGreatWar.asp#french
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Battle_of_Ypres


divisions fled in terror from the new weapon, but the Canadians held the line at tremendous 
cost.  

 
The 1st Canadian Division fought in every major engagement involving the Canadian Corps, 
including the Second Battle of Ypres in 1915, the Somme in 1916, Vimy Ridge and 
Passchendaele in 1917, and the Pursuit to Mons in 1918.”16 

 
George was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station on 12 March 1918 at the age of 30, 
and died the same day of shrapnel wounds on his face and a fractured skull.17 Just days after George 
died, No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station was evacuated and moved further behind the lines.18 
It is therefore likely that George was killed during a harsh attack of the advancing enemy during the 
“First Battles of the Somme.”19 
 
George was buried on 13 March 1918 at the Barlin Communal Cemetery Extension, Barlin, France, 
at Plot II, Row E, Grave 25. The extension was commenced by French troops in October 1914, but 
was taken over by Commonwealth forces in March 1916. In November 1917, Barlin began to be 
shelled and the hospital was moved back to Ruitz, but the extension was used again in March and 
April 1918 during the German advance on this front. The extension contains 1,095 Commonwealth 
burials of the Great War.20   
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