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Sapper Edward Pennington1© 
Regimental number: 2075 
Royal Engineers (1/1st Northumbrian Field Company) 
 
Born: 28 December 1897 – Died: 31 May 1916 
 
Edward Pennington’s father was a Royal Engineer,2 so it is not surprising that he enlisted in the 
Royal Engineers at Newcastle upon Tyne3 when war was declared in 1914.4 
 
Sapper Edward Pennington was the eldest child of Mary Ann Crawly and Edward Wilson 
Pennington. He was born on 28 December 1897 in Newcastle upon Tyne, Northumberland, 
England,5 and baptised on 2 February 1898 as “Edvardus” in the Latin tradition of the Roman 
Catholic faith.6   
 
His father, Edward Wilson Pennington, was born in Barnsbury, 
London, England, in 1853 and baptised 30 October 1853 at Holy 
Trinity, Church of England, Islington, the son of Margaret Wilson 
and Edward Walker Pennington.7 At the age of 24, he enlisted in the 
British Army, Royal Engineers.8  In 1881 he was studying at the 
School of Military Engineering in Chatham, Kent.9 Ten years later, 
he had retired from the military, was working at the Brass Founder 
Engine Works and living with his mother in Newcastle upon Tyne.10 
 
Edward Pennington’s mother, Mary Ann Crawley, was born in 1867 
in Gateshead, Durham, England,11 which was situated on the south 
side of the Tyne River opposite Newcastle. She was the daughter of 
John and Ann Crawley, both of whom had been born in Ireland. In 
1881, her father was employed as a chemical labourer and Mary 
Ann was attending school in Gateshead.12 Ten years later, Mary Ann 
was working as a cook for the Richardson family at Orchard House 
in Gateshead.13 Somehow she met Edward Wilson Pennington and 
married him in 1896,14 probably at St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic 
Church, Gateshead, where Edward Wilson Pennington was 
received into the Roman Catholic faith on January 8, 1896.15    
 
The couple had four other children:  John (12 August 1899),16 
Mary Ann (31 January 1902),17 Andrew (10 November 1903)18 
and Joseph (26 April 1907).19 In the decade between 1901 and 
1911, the family changed households and Edward Wilson Pennington changed jobs. In 1901, he 
continued to be employed at the Brass Founder Engine Works and the family was living at 10 
Bronte Street, Gateshead.20 In 1911, he was working as a labourer in the General Water Company 
and the family was living at 70 Old Fold Road, Gateshead.21 In 1914, the family had moved to 18 
Park Road,22 the same street on which Mary Ann had lived in 1881. There must have been a touch of 
sadness in the home. Their son Andrew was not listed in the 1911 Census, and son, John, who was a 
patient at the Children’s Hospital, Gateshead, in 191123 died 16 August 1915, four days after his 
16th birthday.24  
 
The 1/1st Northumbrian Field Company, Royal Engineers that Edward Pennington had joined was 
part of  England’s peace time Territorial Force. When war was declared, it was mobilized on 5 

http://www.ancestry.com/


August 1914 and assigned to the 28th Division from December 1914 to June 1915 and then the 
50th Division to the end of the war.25 It sailed from Southampton to join the British Expeditionary 
Force on the 8 January 1915 with 239 men in the unit:  5 officers, 7 sergeants, 2 trumpeters, 43 
drivers, 155 sappers and others. The company had 79 horses, 15 vehicles and 32 bicycles.26 
Arriving at Le Havre, France, on 19 January 1915, the company marched first to Vlamertinghe and 
then on to Ypres, Belgium. There the unit was employed digging, enlarging and uniting trenches and 
establishing communication lines. On 11 February 1915, a shell burst killed four men and five 
horses.27 A lieutenant fatally injured by a sniper’s bullet was buried on the rampart on which he had 
died.28 By the end of March, approximately 7 men had died and 27 had been wounded.29 On 27 April 
1915 a Captain recorded: “In general the men are well and in good spirits, taking into consideration 
the fact that they have been for some days under shell fire day and night.”30 After 31 May 1915, the 
activities of the Royal Engineers (1/1st Northumbrian Field Company) were mentioned only briefly 
in the available war diaries for the 50th Division, which moved back into the Ypres Salient in 
December 1915. This meant more intense trench warfare, with the divisional engineers and 
signallers constantly engaged in repairing defences and communications.31  
  
Sapper Edward Pennington survived for a year and five months at the front before he was fatally 
injured. He might have been injured in the German offensive to retake Vimy Ridge, which 
commenced 21 May 1916; losses to the British forces between 21 and 24 May 1916 in this sector 
totalled 2,500 men.32 He might have been wounded during one of the daily bombardments or 
sniper attacks. He was taken to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing Station where he died on 31 May 
1916. He was buried as “E.  Pennington” at Bailleul Communal Cemetery, Extension Nord, 
Grave/Memorial Reference II. A. 4.  His age was listed as 2233 although he was really only 18 years 
and 5 months old. His death, along with 11 other men from the North East England area, was 
reported under the “Roll of Honour, Casualties in North Country Regiments” byline, Newcastle Daily 
Journal, 9 June 1916.34 His father was sent his back pay on 14 August 1916—14 pounds, 10 shillings 
and 5 pence.35 Later he was awarded the three standard World War 1 medals:  the Victory, the 
British War and the 1914/15 Star.36   
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