
Private John Robinson Parker© 
Regimental number: 3939 
7th Battalion, Durham Light Infantry 
 
born: 9 April 1896 – died: 23 June 1916  
 
Private John Robinson Parker was born on 9 April 1896 in Houghton le Spring, Durham, the son of 
John and Elizabeth Parker. He was baptized on 19 May 1896.1 Both his parents were born in about 
1867—John in Fenham Newcastle, Northumberland, the son of John and Isabella Parker,2 and 
Elizabeth (nee Nicholson) in Newbottle, Durham,3 the daughter of Robinson and Sarah Nicholson.4  
John and Elizabeth married in 18905 and had eight children, three of whom died before the Great 
War: Norah (born in 1891),6 William (born in 1892, but probably died in 1893),7 William (born in 
1893, but died at the age of 10 in 1904),8 John, Elsie (born in 1898, but died at the age of 17 in 
1915),9 Gladys (born in 1900),10 Jane Ann (born in 1903)11 and James Nicholson (born in 1906).12 
 
In 1891, John senior and Elizabeth were living on Newbottle Street in Houghton-le-Spring with 
their infant daughter, Norah. John senior was a draper’s assistant.13 In 1901, the family was still in 
Houghton-le-Spring, living on Front Row and John senior was now a travelling draper.14 By 1911, 
John senior and his family were living on Fallowfield Terrace in South Hetton, near Sunderland, 
Haswell, Durham.15 John had left home and was a servant and milk boy on the nearby Low 
Fallowfield Farm. 16  
 
John enlisted in the 7th Battalion of the Durham Light Infantry early in the war and went to the 
Western Front on 24 October 1915.17 Eight months later he was injured and was admitted to the 
No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station, where he died on 23 June 1916.18 He was one of 1,986 
admitted to No. 1 CCCS in June and one of 86 to die there.19  
 
He was buried in Bailleul Communal Cemetery Extension, Nord (Grave reference: II, E, 169). 
Bailleul is in France, close to the Belgian border. It was occupied on 14 October 1914 and became 
an important railhead, air depot and hospital centre. Several casualty clearing stations, including 
No. 1 Canadian CCS, were quartered there for considerable periods. The earliest Commonwealth 
burials at Bailleul were made in April 1915. An extension was built and burials continued until April 
1918; they occurred again in September and after the Armistice, when soldiers’ remains were 
brought in from the neighbouring battlefields.20 
 
His mother, who was living at 20 Lilly Terrace in Hetton le Hole, Durham, was notified of his death21 
and received the monies owing to him from the army upon his death.22 
  
John was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918), the 
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the 1914–15 Star (for service in the war 
against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915).23 
 
John’s sister Gladys died at the age of 36 in 1937 in Houghton le Spring.24  
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