
Gunner John Harrison Whalley© 
Regimental number: 103096 
12th Heavy Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery  
 
born: 1890 – died: 10 January 1919 
 
Gunner John Harrison Whalley was born in 1890 in Blackburn, Lancashire,1 the son of Robert 
Edwin and Elizabeth (nee Harrison) Whalley.2 Both his parents were also born in Blackburn— 
Robert in about 1862 and Elizabeth about two years later.3 Robert and Elizabeth married in 1884 in 
Blackburn and had five children—four of whom survived childhood. John had an older brother, 
Archibald Leaver (born in 1885)4 and two older sisters, Elizabeth A (born in 1886)5 and Nellie 
(born in 1888).6 It is possible that Nellie had a twin sister, Rosie,7 who died soon after birth, but no 
evidence has been found of her death.   
 
John’s family lived in Blackburn, where his father was a cotton spinner.8 By 1911, John, at the age of 
21, was working in a corn mill and his two older sisters were weavers.9   
 
On 9 December 1915, John enlisted in the British army in Burnley, Lancashire. He was 5’ 7½” tall 
and had previously served as a bandsman with the Blackburn Territorials.10   
 
A few months after enlisting, John married Mary Anne Shaw on 16 March 1916 at St Thomas 
Church in Blackburn.11 Three months later, John was mobilized. He served in the United Kingdom 
until 20 November 1916 when he embarked in Southampton for the Western Front. He joined the 
12th Heavy Battery in the field on 23 November.  
 
A few months after joining the Front, John was hospitalized for ten days. Then, on 29 April 1917, he 
had a disciplinary incident. He neglected to comply with an order and received seven days of Field 
Punishment No. 2, but no fine.   
 
After the end of the war, he remained in Europe and, in January 1919, he was stationed in Germany.  
On 2 January 1919, he was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station. His wife was 
notified on 8 January that he was “dangerously ill.” He died two days later of influenza and 
pneumonia and was buried the following day in Poppelsdorfer (Communal) Cemetery (Grave 7, 
Plot 1, Row B) in Bonn, with the Canadian chaplain, A. D. Reid, presiding.12 He was one of three 
patients to die that day at No. 1 CCCS. The CCCS war diary notes that “January has been a month of 
steady medical work mostly influenza with in very many cases bronco pneumonia. . . . All burials 
were conducted as Military Funerals with gun carriage, etc.”13 
 
John and his wife had probably had a son, Fred, born in 1918, but he sadly died soon after birth.14  
Mary Ann had lost her son and then, less than a year later, her husband, who died nearly two 
months after the end of the war.  
 
His wife, who was living at 1 Waterloo Avenue in Blackpool, was notified of his death by the 
chaplain at No. 1 CCCS15 and received the monies owing to him from the army upon his death.16 She 
also received his final possessions—letters, photos and photo frame, a watch, a religious book, a 
notebook, a purse, two rings, a razor and strap, a cap badge and three chevrons, cards, scissors and 
six coins.17  
 



Although he was initially buried in the Poppelsdorfer Cemetery, his remains were moved to 
Cologne Southern Cemetery (Plot XII, Row C, Grave 16).18  Almost 2,500 soldiers from the Great 
War are buried or commemorated in the Commonwealth plots at the Cologne Southern Cemetery. 
Commonwealth forces occupied Cologne from December 1918 and the cemetery was used by the 
occupying garrison. In 1922, it was decided to bring together all the graves of Commonwealth 
servicemen in Germany into four cemeteries, of which the Cologne Southern Cemetery was one.  
The graves of those buried in the Poppelsdorfer cemetery in Bonn were included. This took place 
over the course of the following year.19 
 
John was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918) and the 
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).20 
 
John’s father died in London in 1947.21 
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