
Private John Charles Christopher Beagles© 
Regimental number: 2035481 
1st/4th Battalion, Duke of Wellington's (West Riding) Regiment 
 
born: 1887 – died: 18 August 1917 
 
Private John Charles Christopher Beagles was born in 18872 and baptized on 4 October 1887 in 
Whaplode, Lincolnshire.3 He was the son of William and Mary Jane (née Redhead) Beagles. Both his 
parents were born in Shephay Stonel in Lincolnshire—William in about 1853 and Mary Jane in 
about 1856.4 They married in Chorlton, Lancashire in 18785 and had ten children, six of whom 
survived childhood.6 The children included Sarah Jane (born on 11 February 1880),7 William (born 
on 17 October 1882),8 Annie (born in 1886),9 John, Elizabeth (born in 1889),10 Elsie Isabella Mary 
(born in 1893)11 and Albert Victor (born in 1894).12 Three other children died in childhood: Mary 
Ann (born on 11 March 1879, but died about a year later),13 William (born on 17 October 1882 and 
died in the spring of 1884)14 and Jonathan William (born in 12 May 1884 and died the following 
October).15 The identity of the tenth child—probably the fourth to have died—is not known.  
 
In 1891, the family was living at Whaplode Bank in Whaplode, where John’s father was an 
agricultural labourer.16 Ten years later, the family had moved a few miles away to Holbeach.17 
John’s father died in 1905,18 and in 1911 the family was living in the village of Holbeach Drove.19 His 
mother was working as a caretaker at a school and John had become a farm labourer.  
 
John enlisted in the 4th Battalion of the West Riding Regiment in Spalding, Lincolnshire. On the 
morning of 8 August 1917, the 6th Battalion of the West Riding Regiment carried out a successful 
raid on the left of the 4th Battalion’s front.20 Enemy artillery attacks were very active during the 
afternoon and night. John was likely wounded in these actions21 and was admitted to the 1st 
Canadian Casualty Clearing Station on 8 August with gunshot wounds to his head and arms and a 
fractured leg.22 He survived for ten days, dying on 18 August. 23 He was buried in Adinkerke Military 
Cemetery (Grave Reference: C. 30). Adinkerke Military Cemetery is 20 kilometres east of Dunkirk, 
in the community of De Panne, just across the border into Belgium. There are 168 Commonwealth 
soldiers from the Great War buried in the cemetery.24  
  
On the day that he was admitted, John was one of 120 soldiers to be admitted to the 1st CCCS.25 A 
total of 1,896 were admitted in the month of August. 
 
The monies from the army owing to John upon his death were sent to his mother.26 He was also 
awarded two medals, but his mother had to petition His Majesty the King for the medals in 
February 1921.27 He was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 
1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre). 
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