Private Francis Leslie Colgrave
Regimental number: 234146
2nd Battalion, City of London Regiment (Royal Fusiliers)

born: 1898 - died: 28 September 1918

Private Francis Leslie Colgrave was born in 18981 in Forest Gate,2 near West Ham, London. He was
the youngest child of Nathaniel and Eleanor Colgrave. His father, Nathaniel, was born in about
18613 and his mother, Eleanor (formerly Frances Eleanor King), in about 1862. Both his parents
were born in Bedford, Bedfordshire and they married there in 1886.4 Nathaniel and Eleanor had
seven children, five of who survived childhood:5 Jane (born in 1887),6 Charles (born in 1888),”
Winifred (born in 1889),8 Annie (born in 1891)9 and Francis.

In 1891, the family was living at Channel End, Colmworth, Bedford, where Nathaniel was farming.
Ten years later, the family had moved to West Ham where Nathaniel was a porter in a provision
warehouse.10 The family was living at 337 Cann Hill Road in Cann Hall, near West Ham. In 1911,
Nathaniel was a gardener and florist and the family was living at 270 Cann Hall Road.!!

Francis enlisted in the 1st Battalion, City of London Regiment in Stratford. At the time, he was living
in Leytonstone, Essex. At some point he transferred to the 2nd Battalion.

In late September 1918, the 2nd Battalion was stationed south-east of Arras in northern France.!2 On
24 September, Commanding Officers were notified of a secret operation to take place in two or
three days time. The next day, battle equipment was issued and attack schemes carried out. It was
expected that the operation would be part of operations from the sea to Switzerland. Orders were
issued to each Company. Attack schemes continued the following day, aided by “most excellent
aeroplane photographs shewing details of the enemy defences in the area to be attacked, together
with numerous maps of the same area.”!3 On 27 September, the plan of attack was explained to all
the men “who were very enthusiastic over the matter.”14 The attack began mid-afternoon and by
late afternoon the village of Sauchy Lestrée had been captured. There was little opposition, with
the exception of German machine gun nests near Sauchy Cauchy, just to the north of the village. It
took five attacks to capture all the German guns. By 3 a.m. on 28 September the Battalion had
achieved all objectives for the operation. But it came at a cost. Four officers were wounds, six Other
Ranks were killed and another 61 wounded. Francis may have been one of these.

Francis was admitted to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing Station with gunshot wounds to his
abdomen.15 He died the following day and was buried in Duisans British Military Cemetery (Grave
24, Plot 7, Row A) with the chaplain W. Fisher presiding.

Duisans British Military Cemetery is located in Etrun, near Arras, in France. The first burials took
place in the cemetery in March 1917.16 The 1st CCCS arrived at the beginning of September and was
stationed near Duisans for two months in the autumn of 1918.17 A total of 75 patients died at the 1st
CCCS in September 1918.

Francis’ father was his next-of-kin and was notified of his death.18 He also received the monies
owing to Francis from the army after his death.1?

Francis was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918) and the
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).20



Sadly, in the decade following the war, Francis’ father experienced three more losses. His wife died
at the age of 55, just three months after Francis’ death.2! She died in December 1918 in West Ham.
Then his eldest daughter, Jane, who had married Joseph W. Jones in West Ham in 1916,22
immigrated to Australia. In October 1921, she and Joseph, left London to sail to Melbourne.23 Four
years later, his second daughter, Winnifred, followed in their footsteps, sailing from London to
Melbourne in October 1925.24 Nathaniel was left with two children in England - his son, Charles,
and his youngest daughter, Annie, who had married John A. Fletcher in 1916.
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