
Private James Wadsworth© 
Regimental Number: 730632 
4th Canadian Infantry Battalion 
 
born: 6 April 1879 – died: 20 March 1918 
 
James Wadsworth was born 6 April 1879, in Bickershaw, Lancashire, England, the only child of John 
Wadsworth and Sarah Jenks.1 John was a gardener,2 and had been baptized on 24 June 1855 in 
Badby, Northampton, England to James and Mary Ann Wadsworth.3 Sarah was several years older 
than John, born about 1840.4 John and Sarah married on 30 September 1878 in Abram, Lancashire, 
England.5 Unfortunately, Sarah died in April 1888 when James was just 9 years old.6  
 
Six months later in October 1888, John married Emma Bull at Daventry, Northamptonshire,7 and 
they had five children: 
 

 Mary, who was baptized 18 May 1891 in Ribbleton, Lancashire;8 
 Charlotte, who was born about 1893 in Ribbleton, Lancashire;9 
 Thomas, who was born January 1895 in Leigh, Lancashire;10 
 John, who was born January 1897 in Leigh, Lancashire;11 
 Emma, who was born about 1899 in Chorley, Lancashire.12 

 
In 1901 James was a 21-year-old agricultural machine painter, boarding with the Mills family in 
Leigh, Lancashire.13 In early 1902, James married Annie Gregory at Leigh,14 and early in 1903 James’ 
father John passed away.15 James and Annie had three children: 
 

 Bessie, who was born November 1902 in Leigh;16 
 Margaret, who was born 6 May 1904 in Leigh;17 
 John/Jack, who was born 12 October 1907 in Leigh.18 

 
Perhaps looking for a better future for his family, on 29 September 1910, James arrived alone at 
Quebec City, Quebec, on the SS Lake Manitoba, sailing from Liverpool. He listed his next of kin as his 
wife Anne, living in Leigh, and identified that he was going to Sunnyside, Utah.19 Sunnyside was 
then developing as a major supplier of good coking quality coal and was a major supplier in the 
region.20 Perhaps again deciding coal mining was not the best future for his family, on 24 March 
1911, James arrived in Windsor, Ontario, traveling by train from Sunnyside, Utah, en route to Galt, 
Ontario.21 In early 1911, Annie, the children, and James’ brother Thomas were living in Leigh,22 but 
on 4 June 1911, Annie and the children arrived in Quebec City aboard the SS Megantic to join James 
at Galt.23 When the 1911 Census of Canada was taken, the family was together, living with the 
Chapman family in Galt.24 
 
It was not until 20 March 1916 that James signed up for the Canadian Overseas Expeditionary Force 
in Galt. He was then 37 years old, a caretaker, with “black turning grey” hair.25 He was recruited to 
the 111th (South Waterloo) Overseas Battalion, CEF,26 but transferred to the 4th Canadian Infantry 
Battalion on 14 November 1916.27 James was endowed with the Military Medal, as published in the 
London Gazette on 13 March 1918 just a week before his death: 
 

For conspicuous bravery and devotion to duty during the operations at PASSCHENDAELE 
RIDGE, on November 5, 1917. On the night of the 5th, when his platoon was proceeding to 
the assembly area, Pte. WADSWORTH was acting as stretcher bearer. The platoon came 



under some very heavy shell fire, scattering them and leaving several wounded. This man, 
with utter disregard of his own safety, went about dressing the wounded, some of whom 
were in a critical condition. His prompt attention and skilful appliance of the bandages 
undoubtedly saved lives and his calm, fearless, behaviour was a wonderful example to his 
comrades.28 

 
James was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station on 19 March 1918 at the age of 38, 
and died the next day of shrapnel wounds to his left chest and peritonitis.29 Peritonitis can result 
from any rupture of the abdomen, and as in James’ case, can lead to a life-threatening infection 
throughout the body.30 Just days after James died, No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station was 
evacuated and moved further behind the lines.31 It is therefore likely that James was killed during a 
harsh attack of the advancing enemy during the “First Battles of the Somme.”32 
 
James was buried on 21 March 1918 in the Barlin Communal Cemetery Extension, Barlin, France, at 
Plot II, Row E, Grave 33. The extension was commenced by French troops in October 1914, but was 
taken over by Commonwealth forces in March 1916. In November 1917, Barlin began to be shelled 
and the hospital was moved back to Ruitz, but the extension was used again in March and April 
1918 during the German advance on this front. The extension contains 1,095 Commonwealth 
burials of the Great War.33 
 
In 1921, Annie and the three children were living together in Galt. Bessie, 17, was a shipper, and 
Margaret, 15, was a spinner.34 In August 1921, Annie remarried John Robson, also an English 
expat.35 Son John, a bus driver, died in 1932 at the age of 24 of a stomach ulcer with haemorrhage.36 
It is believed that both of the girls remained in Canada, eventually settling in Hamilton.37 
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