Corporal Christopher Bertram Fitch®
Regimental number: 15697
7th Battalion, Northamptonshire Regiment

born: 1888 - died: 12 July 1916

"At Rest"—at the suggestion of his widow, these are the words found on the Corporal C. B. Fitch’s
gravestone.!

Christopher Bertram Fitch, son of Allen Fitch and Emma Stanford, was baptized in St Edmund
Parish, Northampton, England, on 12 August 1888.2 Allen (born 1863) and Emma (born 1864) had
married in the same Northampton parish on 19 September 1886, where Allen worked as a clerk.3
Christopher's siblings included William Allen (born 1887), May Winifred (1890), Lilian Maud
(1892), Albert Denny (1893) and Charles Alfred (1905).# In 1891, the Fitch family resided at 39
Vermont Sreet in Northampton East.> By 1901, they were living at 65 Lorne Road in Northampton
North and Allen worked as a boot closer foreman.6 Christopher, who was by then working as a boot
sole cutter, was still at home during in 1911 when the Fitch household was at 51 Balmoral Road,
Northampton.”

In the spring of 1915, Christopher married Lilian Mary Elizabeth Clements in Northamptonshire.8

At the time of his death, Christopher was serving with the 7th Battalion of the Northamptonshire
Regiment. On the night of 10/11 July 1916, his unit of the Northamptonshire Regiment was
involved in wire cutting along the German front line near the route de Locre, north of Bailleul,
France. Flares were launched soon after the artillery began at 12:58 a.m. Some of the wire cutters
along the line were then revealed by the flares. The element of surprise was now gone and
eventually there were casualties.?

Injured during the wire-cutting operations, Corporal Fitch was admitted to the 1st Canadian
Casualty Clearing Station in Bailleul, France. He died from his wounds on 12 July 1916.10

Bailleul had become an important hospital centre for not just No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing
Station but also No. 1 Australian and five British Army casualty clearing stations. In July 1916, the
No. 1 CCCS received 2,810 admissions, of whom 70 died.1!

Corporal Fitch was buried in Bailleul Communal Cemetery Extension (Nord), section II, row E, grave
43. This cemetery contains 4,403 Commonwealth burials of the First World War, 17
Commonwealth burials of the Second World War and 154 German burials from both wars.12

Corporal Fitch received the Military Medal, awarded for bravery in battle.!3 He was also awarded
the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918) and the Victory Medal (for
service in an operational theatre).!#

In 1919, the soldier’s effects were sent to his widow Lilian, and she received the monies owing to
him from the army upon his death.!s In the spring of 1921, she married Percy T. Rixon in

Northamptonshire.!¢ Lilian died in Northampton in June 1967.17
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