
Sapper John Muscott Thompson© 
Regimental number: 533980 
6th Observation Group, 4th Field Survey Company, Royal Engineers 
 
born: 1885 – died: 26 January 1919  
 
Sapper John Muscott Thompson was born in 1885 in Northampton, Northamptonshire,1 the son of 
William and Harriet Thompson.2 William and Harriet were both born in Northampton—William in 
about 1838 and Harriet (nee Collins) in about 18413—and married there in 1868.4 They had 12 
children, 9 of whom survived childhood: Charles (born in 1872),5 Annie (born in 1875),6 Rose (born 
in 1877),7 Sophia (born in 1879),8 Ada (born in 1881),9 Lilly (born in 1883),10 John, Kate (born in 
1888)11 and Elizabeth (born in 1890).12 Three other children died before the age of two: Charles 
William (born in 1870 and died the following year),13 Frederick Muscott (born in 1873 and died in 
1874)14 and Elizabeth Maria (who died within months of her birth in 1898).15 
 
William was a shoe maker in Northampton.16 At the beginning of their marriage, Harriet was also 
working as a shoe fitter. By 1891, William was in the boot trade,17 and in 1911 the family was living 
at 12 Louise Road. John, as were all his siblings, was in the shoe and boot trade, working as a “boot 
clicker (upper cutter).”  
 
Later that year, John married Elizabeth M. Burrard in Northampton.18 Elizabeth was probably born 
in about 1884 in Northampton, the daughter of William, also in the boot trade, and his wife, 
Elizabeth.19 John and Elizabeth probably did not have any children.  
 
John enlisted first as a private in the Middlesex Regiment and then, at some point, transferred to the 
Royal Engineers.20 He was serving in the 6th Observation Group of the 4th Field Survey Company 
when he died in 1919.  
 
When the Armistice was signed in November 1918, the 4th Field Battalion was stationed 
overlooking the Scheldt River, probably near Dottignies in Belgium. The work of the observation 
groups had ended and the battalion prepared for a march to the Rhine, although it was not very 
mobile, given all its store and equipment. However, the 6th Observation Group could leave and 
accompany the Canadian Corps on its move to Cologne, Germany.21 The move was not an easy one.  
 

The march involved heavy work for the men, as the Group accompanied the H.A. [Horse 
Artillery] which being all horse or  M.T. [Motor Transport] drawn covered the distance 
in very long daily marches. The Group transport proved altogether inadequate, and 
much kit and a few stores had to be dumped at various places en route. Shortly after 
entering Germany it was possible to allocate a lorry to the Group which enabled them 
to keep up satisfactorily from that time onwards.22 

 
The group arrived in Wahn, just outside Cologne, Germany, on 18 December and went into billets in 
the German Observation School there. However, the march may have taken its toll on John. He was 
admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station, which was stationed near Bonn,23 about a 
month later with influenza. He was admitted on 24 January and died two days later. He was buried 
on 29 January in Poppelsdorfer Freidhof Cemetery (Grave 11, Plot B) in Bonn, with the Canadian 
chaplain W. Fisher presiding.24 The CCCS war diary notes that “January has been a month of steady 
medical work mostly influenza with in very many cases bronco pneumonia. . . . All burials were 
conducted as Military Funerals with gun carriage, etc.”25 



 
John’s wife was his next of kin and was notified of his death.26 She also received the monies owing 
to him from the army upon his death.27 
 
John was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918) and the 
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).28 
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