
Private George Wilbert Cameron© 
Regimental number: 907866 
5th Battalion, Canadian Expeditionary Force  
 
born: 23 April 1887 – died: 13 January 1919 
 
Private George Wilbert Cameron was born in Roseneath, Ontario, on 23 April 1887.1 His name on 
his birth certificate is George Allen Cameron,2 but all his army service records and one census 
record show him as George W. or George Wilbert. His parents, James and Mary Jane (nee Edington) 
Cameron were married on 20 March 1873 in Haldimand in southern Ontario.3 His father James, a 
farmer, was born in about 1844 in Scotland and his mother Mary Jane in about 1848 in Ontario.4 
George was the youngest of their five children: Sarah Effens (known as Effie) (born in 1876),5 
William James (born in 1879),6 Laura I. (born in 1882),7 Albert James (born in 1884)8 and George.  
 
In 1891, the family was living in Alnwick in Northumberland County in Ontario.9 Mary Jane’s 
mother, Effine Ayer Edington, was living with the family. Sadly, George’s father died later that year, 
when George was only four. He died on 1 September 1891 of “phthisis pulmonalis” (tuberculosis).10 
Ten years later, Mary Jane was still living in Alnwick with her children.11 However, her daughter 
Laura, a store clerk, is also shown as living with her uncle, James Edington—Mary Jane’s 
brother12—also in Alnwick.13 Tuberculosis took its toll on the Cameron family—George’s mother 
died on 27 March 1904 after being ill with consumption for two and half years.14  
 
After the death of their mother, the children appear to have moved to Saskatchewan. In 1911, Effie, 
who had married Frank Harper, was living in Moose Jaw15 and William and his wife and two 
children were living in Regina.16 In 1916, Laura was living with her sister Effie in Maple Creek. (She 
moved to the United States the following year and married Samuel H. Irwin in Toledo, Ohio, on 17 
July 1917.17 Effie and Frank Harper were witnesses at this marriage.) Albert probably also moved to 
Saskatchewan and was living in Regina in 1921.18 
 
George also moved west. He enlisted in the Canadian Expeditionary Force in Regina on 21 April 
1916.19 Like his father, he was a farmer, and he was living at 2125 Robinson Street, Regina, when he 
enlisted. He was 5’ 7½” tall and had a fair complexion, blue eyes and brown hair. Shortly after 
enlisting, while with the 195th Battalion at Camp Hughes—a Canadian army training camp in 
Manitoba—he was diagnosed with neuralgia. He was discharged to his unit eight days later on 30 
June 1916.   
 
Before leaving Canada, George signed a will leaving everything to his sister Laura. While still in 
Canada he had two incidents of being absent without leave—one in July 1916 and the other in 
October. On 1 November 1916 he sailed from Halifax on SS Empress of Britain, arriving in Liverpool 
on 11 November. In January 1917, he transferred to the 15th Reserve Battalion and then, on 25 
April 1917, he went to France with the 5th Battalion.  
 
His time on the front was punctuated by a number of illnesses. In August 1917 he was admitted to 
the 1st Canadian Field Ambulance with trench fever. He rejoined his unit later that month. On 29 
October 1917 he was hospitalized, but then returned to duty the same day. He was readmitted on 
31 October with dermatitis. He was discharged on 17 November. In January 1918 he had two weeks 
leave in the United Kingdom. He had only been back on the front for four months when he was 
again hospitalized with trench fever and myalgia. He appears to have been in various medical 
facilities until 28 August when he was discharged to the Canadian Corps Reinforcement Camp, 



awaiting transfer to his unit. He rejoined his unit on 8 September. Less than a month later, he was 
hospitalized with a gunshot wound to his lip and neck. He did not rejoin his unit until 2 
November—just before the signing of the Armistice.   
 
On 8 January 1919, he was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station, which was then 
stationed in Bonn, Germany.20 This time he would not survive. The next day he was described as 
“dangerously ill” with trench fever. He died four days later of influenza and was buried on 15 
January in Poppelsdorfer Cemetery (Grave 12, Plot 1, Row B). with the Canadian chaplain Captain A. 
D. Reid presiding.  
 
The chaplain notified his brother, William, who was living at 2125 Robinson Street in Regina, of his 
death.21 However, his sister, then Laura Irwin, was also identified as a next of kin. She was living at 
128 Alcorn Avenue in Toronto.22 
 
In December 1919, the family was notified that his body had been exhumed and move to Brussels 
Town Cemetery (Grave Reference: Plot  X, Row 2, Grave3).23 Brussels Town Cemetery is located in 
the north east corner of Brussels, Belgium. Brussels was occupied by the Germans from August 
1914 to the end of the Great War. There are only 54 Commonwealth Great War graves, which 
include the graves of 50 prisoners of war whose bodies were brought back from Germany by the 
Canadian Corps in April 1919.24  
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