Gunner Joseph Bloom©
Regimental number: L/18503
“A” Battery, 264 Brigade, Royal Field Artillery

born: 1893 - died: 30 September 1918

Gunner Joseph Bloom was born in 1893 in Liverpool, Lancashire,! the son of Marks Bloom and his
wife, Sarah.2 Marks was born in about 1862, in Koons, Russia and his wife was probably the former
Elizabeth Garside,? and she was born in about 1872 in Lancashire. Marks and Sarah were probably
married in 1887 in Prestwich, Lancashire.# They had ten children, nine of who survived childhood:5
Sarah (or Rebecca) Bloom (born in 1888),6 Zelda (born in 1891),7 Joseph, Abraham (born in 1896),8
Esther (born in 1898),? Leah (born in 1901),10 Simon (born in 1905),11 Harry (born in 1908)12 and
David (born in 1911).13 Their tenth child was Rachel, born in 1903 but died the same year.14

In 1891, the family was living at 5 Lockett Street in Cheetham, Manchester, where Joseph'’s father
was a machinist.’> By 1901, the family had moved to Liverpool and was living at 9 St David’s Place.1¢
Ten years later, the family was at 70 Smithdown Lane, still in Liverpool. Joseph'’s father was a
tailor’s machinist. Joseph was now working as a shop assistant in a sports outfitters.1?

Joseph enlisted in the Royal Field Artillery in Liverpool and was serving in "A" Battery of the 264th
Brigade when he was injured and admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station with
gunshot wounds to his abdomen, knee and thigh.18 He was admitted on 30 September 1918 and
died and was buried the same day. The Canadian chaplain, A. D. Reid, presided over his burial in
Duisans British Military Cemetery (Grave 97, Plot 7, Row A).

Duisans British Military Cemetery is located in Etrun, near Arras, in France. The first burials took
place in the cemetery in March 1917.19 No. 1 CCCS arrived at the beginning of September 191820
and was stationed near Duisans for two months in the autumn of 1918.21 A total of 75 patients died
at No. 1 CCCS in September 1918. 22

Although the chaplain did not, at the time, know his next of kin, the monies owing to him from the
army upon his death were sent to his father.23

Joseph was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918) and the
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).24
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