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2nd Lieutenant Geoffrey Julian Balcombe Adams 
Regimental number:  – 
1/5th (City of London) Battalion (London Rifle Brigade) 
 
born:  3 January 1894 - died: 27 September 1918 
 
2nd Lieutenant Geoffrey James Balcombe Adams was born on 3 
January 1894, the son of Harold William and Katherine Mary 
(née Balcombe) Adams.1 He was baptised on 15 February at St 
Mary de Lode in Gloucestershire.  Geoffrey’s father, Harold, was 
probably born in 1852 in Bristol, Gloucestershire2 and his 
mother, Katherine, was born on 15 January 1855 in Corfu, 
where her father, James Balcombe, was serving as a 
Quartermaster, with the 57th Regiment of Foot on the Ionian 
Islands.3 
 
Harold and Katherine were married in Dublin, Ireland in 1880.4 
They had six children, five of who survived to 1911.5 The 
surviving children may have been: Philip Bertram (born 1882),6 
Harold Rupert (born 1884),7 Cyril Weldon Balcombe (born 
1888),8 Geoffrey and Philippa Margery B. (born 1899).9 The first 
three children were born in Dublin. Geoffrey was born in 
Gloucester and his sister was born in Hampstead, near London.  
 
In the first years of their marriage, Harold and Katherine 
probably lived in Ireland but, in 1894 when Geoffrey was born, his father was a merchant in 
Gloucester.  By 1891, he was a manager at a corn merchant’s and was living with wife and three 
children in a lodging home at 112 London Road, Gloucester, owned by Hannah Price. In 1901, he 
was a grain broker working for himself. The family was living at 46 Cautley Avenue, Clapham, 
Wandsworth, London. Geoffrey’s older brother, Cyril, was away from home, at a residential school 
of the Royal Asylum of the St Anne’s Society in Reigate, Surrey.10 
 
Geoffrey’s older brother, Harold, married Mary Rose Williams in Lambeth in 190411 and had a 
daughter, Muriel, in about 1909.12  
 
Sadly, Geoffrey’s father died in 1910 in Lambeth.13 The following year, Geoffrey, then a clerk 
working  for an insurance broker with Willis Faber and Co. Ltd.,14 was living with his mother, 
brother, Harold, and sister, Philippa at 62 Water Lane, Brixton, London.15 Even though Harold was 
married, he was living with his mother and siblings. His wife, Mary Rose, was living with their 
daughter just a few miles away in Balham Hill.16 Geoffrey’s other brother, Cyril, was a marine 
insurance clerk and visiting in the home of his uncle in Guildford, Surrey.17   
 
Geoffrey enlisted as a Private (Regimental number: 9605)18 in the 1/5th (City of London) 
Battalion.19 He joined the Front, landing in Le Havre on 5 November 1914.20 He was commissioned 
as a 2nd Lieutenant on 13 June 1918.21  In September, his Battalion was stationed south west of 
Arras on the Front in France. He had joined his Battalion on 19 September.22 The second half of the 
month was spent preparing for an operation that began on 26 September. Unfortunately, it was 
during that operating that Geoffrey was injured.  
 



B Coy who had to clear up W bank of Canal and cover the crossing had a few 
casualties including 2/Lt G. J. Adams and 2/Lt H. Cross both of whom died 
afterwards. Remainder of Bttn crossed the Canal du Nord quite easily and reached 
all objectives with very little opposition.23 

 
Geoffrey was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station on 27 September with gunshot 
wounds that penetrated his abdomen.24 He died the same day. He was buried two days later in 
Duisans British Military Cemetery (Grave 56, Plot 7, Row A) with the Canadian chaplain W. Fisher 
presiding.  
 
Duisans British Military Cemetery is located in Etrun, near Arras, in France. The first burials took 
place in the cemetery in March 1917.25 No. 1 CCCS arrived at the beginning of September 191826 
and was stationed near Duisans for two months in the autumn of 1918.27 A total of 75 patients died 
at No. 1 CCCS in September 1918. 28 
 
Geoffrey was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918), the 
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the 1914-15 Star (for service in the war 
against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915).29 He is commemorated on the 
Willis Faber war memorial at the Willis Building on Lime Street, London.30 
 
It is not known if either of Geoffrey’s brothers served in the Great War. It is not known what became 
of his eldest brother, Philip. Harold had married before the war and Cyril married Mabel Grace 
Haybittel in 1920 in London.31 They had a daughter, Julian Marjorie in 1921.32 His sister, Philippa, 
did not marry33 and, in 1939, she was living with her mother and her sister-in-law, Mabel in Sutton, 
Surrey.34 The following year, Katherine died, 35 as did Mabel.36 Cyril remarried, marrying Violet B. M. 
Basker in 1941 in London.37 
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