Gunner Sydney George Isden®
Regimental number: 44803
93rd Battery, 18th Brigade, Royal Field Artillery

born: about 1888 - died: 17 February 1916

Gunner Sydney George Isden (known as George) was born Sydney George Bexhell in 1888 in
Hastings, Sussex, ! the illegitimate son of Annie Bexhell.2 Annie was born Annie Isden, the
illegitimate daughter of Sarah Isden, on 27 June 1871, in Ore, Hastings.3 Although Sarah was not
married at the time, Annie’s father was identified as Richard Bexhall. Sometime after 1878, when
Sarah married Richard Bexhall,* who had been her lodger in 1871,5 Annie and the children took on
the name Bexhell.6

In 1891, Annie, then a washerwoman, and her son were paupers and living as inmates in the Battle
Union Workhouse in Battle, Sussex.” Two years later, Annie had a second child—a daughter,
Catherine Sarah Isabel Bexhell, also born in Hastings.8 She was George’s half-sister.? In 1901,
George and his half-sister, known as Cassie, were living with their grandparents, Sarah and Richard
Bexhill on Toronto Terrace in Hastings.10 There is no evidence to suggest where their mother was.
However, three years later, Annie married Alfred Deacon, a labourer. They married on 26
November 1904 in the parish of St Luke’s, Kingston, Surrey.1! They had a daughter, Olive Nellie,
born in 1906 in Kingston.12 Sadly, Alfred died three years later at the age of 34.13In 1911, Annie and
Olive were living with Alfred’s brother John and his family, at 35 Red Lion Road in Surbiton,
Surrey.14

By 1911, George had already enlisted in the Royal Field Artillery and was serving as a gunner in the
14th Battery stationed in India.1> He had reverted to the name Isden—the birth name of his mother.

At the outbreak of the Great War, George was serving with the 7th Divisional Ammunition Column
of the Royal Field Artillery and he joined the Western Front on 6 October 1914.16 The 7th DAC was
formed very early in the war and went to France in the first week of October,!” so George was
probably with the unit then. He probably took part in the first battle of Ypres in 1914 and other
major battles in 1915—the battles of Neuve Chapelle, Aubers, Festubert, Givenchy and Loos.

George died early the following year. He was then serving with the 93rd Battery, 18th Brigade of
the RFA when he was injured and admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station, where he
died of his wounds on 17 February 1916.18

He was buried in Bailleul Communal Cemetery Extension, Nord (Grave Reference: Plot I, Row C,
Grave 145).19 Bailleul is in France, but near the Belgian border, about 15 kilometres southwest of
Ypres.20 It was occupied in October 1914 and became an important hospital centre not just for No. 1
Canadian Casualty Clearing Station but also for No. 1 Australian and five British Army casualty
clearing stations.

The monies owing to him from the army upon his death were sent to his mother and his half-sister,
Kathleen Smith. Kathleen had married Thomas R. Smith in London in 1914.21

George was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918), the
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the 1914-15 Star (for service in the war
against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915).22
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