
Private Edward James Tozer©  
Regimental number: 17068 
7th Battalion (1st British Columbia), Canadian Expeditionary Force  
 
born: 22 November 1878 – died: 17 February 1916 
 
Private Edward James Tozer was born in Lower Broughton, Salford, Lancashire, near Manchester, 
England, on 22 November 1878.1 He was the eldest child of Harry Lovelace (born in about 1853 in 
Exmouth, Devon) and Ann Tozer (born in about the same year in Inverness, Scotland).2 Henry and 
Ann were married in 1877 in Salford.3  
 
It was a second marriage for both. Henry had previously been married to Mary Charlotte Pitts. They 
married in St. Thomas in Devon in 18724 and had two children: John Henry Lovelace (born in 
1873)5 and Charles William Lovelace (born in 1875).6 Mary Charlotte died in 1876,7 leaving Henry 
with two young children. 
 
Ann (née Jones) had married Frederick John Robinson in Manchester in 1868.8 They may have had 
three children: Joseph (born in 1869),9 Alfred (born in 1872)10 and Frederick (born in 1874).11 No 
evidence was found of Frederick’s death, but Ann remarried in 1877.  
 
After their marriage in 1877, Henry and Ann had eight children: Edward, Alice Mabel (born in 
1881),12 Emily Louisa Lovelace (born in 1883),13 Alfred Alexander Lovelace (born in 1884),14 
George Augustus Lovelace (born in 1886),15 Frank Albert Lovelace (born in 1887),16 Ethel Maud 
Lovelace (born in 1889)17 and Robert Ernest Lovelace (born in 1890).18  
 
In 1881, Edward and his parents were living at 27 New Street in Exmouth, where Henry was a 
carpenter and joiner.19 Henry’s sons from his first marriage were living with them, as was Ann’s 
son, Frederick. Ten years later, the growing family was living at 10 Glebe Terrace, Holton Road in 
Cadoxton, Barry in Glamorgan, Wales.20  
 
In 1901, Edward’s family was living in Heavitree, Exmouth,21 but by then Edward had enlisted in 
the Royal Navy. He enlisted on 26 March 1900 and served for nearly for 12 years.22 During his 
service, his character was described as “very good.” When he left the navy, his family was back in 
Wales, living at 123 Charles Street in Tredegan.23  
 
At some point soon after he left the navy, Edward immigrated to Canada because he enlisted in the 
Canadian Expeditionary Force in Valcartier, Quebec, on 18 September 1914 at the age of 35.24 Like 
his father, he was a carpenter. He was 5’9” tall and had a dark complexion, grey eyes and dark hair.  
 
He was a private in the 7th Battalion and appears to have enlisted in the battalion soon after its 
formation at Valcartier—a battalion that was composed primarily of recruits from British 
Columbia.25 The battalion arrived in England on 14 October 1914 and, in early February 1916 the 
battalion was in the trenches near the French–Belgian border.26  
 
It is not known where or how Edward was injured, but he was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty 
Clearing Station, where he died of his wounds on 17 February 1916. He was buried in Bailleul 
Communal Cemetery Extension, Nord (Grave Reference: Plot II, Row C, Grave 152).27 Bailleul is in 
France, but near the Belgian border, about 15 kilometres southwest of Ypres.28 It was occupied in 



October 1914 and became an important hospital centre not just for No. 1 CCCS but also for No. 1 
Australian and five British Army casualty clearing stations. 
 
His next of kin was his sister Mabel, who was living with her parents in Tredegar in 1911.29  
  
Edward would have been awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 
1918), the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the 1914–15 Star (for service in 
the war against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915). 
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