Private Walter Burton©
Regimental number: 203888
1st/4th Battalion, King's Own Yorkshire Light Infantry

born: 1882 - died: 26 July 1917

Private Walter Burton was born in about 18821 in Sheffield, Yorkshire, the son of William and Sarah
Ann Burton.2 Like Walter, his parents were born in Sheffield—his father in about 1844 and his
mother about two years later. William and Sarah Ann (the former Sarah Ann Sanford) married on 9
October 1865 at St George’s Church in the parish of Sheffield3 and probably had eight children:*
Elizabeth Ann (born in 1866),5 Lily (born in 1870),6 William (born in 1872),7 Frederick (born in
1876),8 Emily (born in 1879)° Walter, Jane (born in 1884 but died at the age of one week)0 and
George Henry (born in 1885).11

In 1891, this Wesleyan family was living on Matilda Street in Sheffield, where Walter’s father was a
table knife cutler and his mother a metal rubber.!2 Sheffield has long been associated with the
cutlery trade, which probably existed in Sheffield as early as the thirteenth century.13 Ten years
later, the family had moved to 202 Lancing Road in Sheffield and, like his father, Walter was now a
table knife cutler.14

By 1911, Walter had left home and was boarding with John Savory Vincent and his family at 8
Horner Road, off Highfields, in Sheffield.15 His parents were still at 202 Lancing Road and his father,
now 67, was still a table knife cutler.16

Walter enlisted in the King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry in Sheffield. The 1st/4th Battalion of the
KOYLI landed at Boulogne, France, on 12 April 1915,7 however, it is not known when Walter joined
the battalion. In the summer of 1917, he was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station
where he died of gas poisoning on 26 July. His mother, who was living at 5 Court 10 House, Ledmill
Road in Sheffield, was his next of kin and was notified of his death. His father received the monies
owing to him from the army upon his death.

Walter was buried in Coxyde Military Cemetery (Grave Reference: Plot I, Row L, Grave 18).18 His
parents, who were living at 36 Petre Street, Sheffield, after the war, asked to have the following
inscription placed on his gravestone:

IN THY GRACIOUS KEEPING
LEAVE WE NOW
THY SERVANT SLEEPING

Coxyde Military Cemetery (located near
the village of Koksijde in Belgium) was
about 10 kilometres behind the front line
in 1917. Commonwealth troops had
relieved the French forces in the area and
the village was used for rest billets.
Although the village was occasionally
shelled, the cemetery, which had been
started by French troops, was reasonably
safe. “It became the most important of the
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Commonwealth cemeteries on the Belgian coast and was used at night for the burial of the dead
brought back from the front line.”1? There are now just over 1,500 Commonwealth graves from the
Great War in the cemetery.

No information was found about his service medals, but he was probably awarded at least the
British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918) and the Victory Medal (for
service in an operational theatre).

Walter is commemorated on the grave of his father in City Road Cemetery, Sheffield, with the
inscription: “Also of PRIVATE WALTER BURTON son of the above who was killed in action in
France July 26th 1917 aged 36 years.”20
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