
Private William Cyril Lancaster©  
Regimental number:  202930 
1st/4th Battalion, King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry  
 
born:  1897 - died: 24 July 1917 
 
Private William Cyril Lancaster was born in 1897 in Bradford, Yorkshire,1 the eldest child of Joseph 
Wilkinson and Emily Maud Lancaster.2 Both his parents were born in Bradford—Joseph in about 
1870, the son of James Alfred and Mary Lancaster,3 and Emily (née Newell) on 28 January 1872, the 
daughter of William and Alice Newell.4 They married on 22 June 1896 at St Andrew’s Church in 
Bradford5 and had three children: William, Elise Irene (born in 1906)6 and Joseph Laurence (born 
in 1912).7     
 
In 1901, the family was living at 4 Royd Mount in Bradford, where William’s father was a boot 
factor’s manager.8 His mother’s parents, William and Alice Newell, were living next door.  Ten years 
later, both families had moved to Legrams Lane in Bradford. Joseph and Emily were living at 249 
Legrams Lane9 and William and Alice at 247.10 Sadly, William’s mother died just two years later. She 
died on 21 November 1914, when her youngest child was just 2 years old.11 Joseph remarried, 
marrying Emily Arnett on 16 February 1916 at the Lister Hills Chapel in Bradford. Emily, the 
daughter of John and Sarah Arnett, was born on 5 March 1885.12 Before her marriage, she was a 
worsted weaver. The couple subsequently had four children: Jessie (born in 1917, probably just 
months before William died),13 Dorothy (born in 1918),14 Jack (born in 1920)15 and Winifred M. 
(born in 1924).16 
 
Sometime after July 1916,17 William enlisted in the 1st/4th Battalion of the King’s Own Yorkshire 
Light Infantry in Bradford.18 The battalion landed at Boulogne, France, on 12 April 1915;19 however, 
it is not known when Sam joined the battalion on the Western Front. In the summer of 1917, he was 
admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station, where he died of gas poisoning on 24 July 
1917, at the age of 20.20 His father was his next of kin and was notified of his death.  
 
He is buried in the Adinkerke Churchyard Extension (Grave Reference: 805).21Adinkerke 
Churchyard Extension is in Adinkerke, near Veurne, Belgium. It is a Belgian Military Cemetery on 
the west side of the churchyard less than a kilometre from the Adinkerke Military Cemetery. 
Commonwealth troops held the Front from the Belgian coast inland for about 70 kilometres from 
June to November 1917. No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station was at Adinkerke for a short time 
in June. There are 67 Commonwealth graves from the Great War in the cemetery.22 
 
The monies owing to William from the army upon his death where given to his father and Miss 
Marjory Swift, described as a co-legatee.23 Perhaps Marjory was William’s fiancé. In 1911, she was 
probably living, with her parents Charles and Lucy Swift, on Ellercroft Terrace in Bradford, just a 
two-minute walk from 249 Legrams Lane.24 Marjory later married Arthur Tinsley in 1924 in 
Bradford.25  

 
William was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918) and the 
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).26 
 
William’s father, who was then living at 22 Merton Road in Bradford, died on 28 February 1948 at 
St Luke’s Hospital. William’s step-mother Emily died on 28 January 1963. His sister Elsie never 
married and died in 199127 and his brother Joseph died in 1979.28  
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