Private Albert Roebuck Berridge©
Regimental number: 240245
1st/5th Yorkshire & Lancashire Regiment

born: 1896 - died: 1 August 1917

When Private Albert Roebuck Berridge was born in Rawmarsh, near Rotherham, Yorkshire, in
1896, his birth was registered as Albert Roebuck.! He was the son of George Roebuck Berridge
(George junior) and Clara Finney.2 George junior was born in Rotherham in 1876, the son of Emma
Berridge (nee Emma Oxley,3 born in Attercliffe, Yorkshire, in about 1838).4 In 1856, Emma married
Frederick Berridge at the parish church in Sheffield.5 In 1861, she and Frederick were living in
Sheffieldé—they eventually had three children.” There is no evidence of Frederick’s death but, in
1871 Emma was living in Rawmarsh with Samuel Heppenstall, with whom she had three children.8

By 1881, Emma was still in Rawmarsh, but now living with George Roebuck (George senior), a coal
miner, Albert’s grandfather.® They had four children: Eva Roebuck (born in 1872),10 Elizabeth (born
in 1874),11 George junior and Ezra (born in 1878).12 All the children were listed in the 1881 census
with George senior’s last name—Roebuck. Also living with them were two of Emma’s children by
Samuel Heppenstall. However, since George and Emma were not married, their four children were
registered at birth with the surname Berridge. George senior and Emma eventually married in
1896.13

The year before, George junior, as George Roebuck, had married Clara Finney in 1895 in Rotherham
and they had two children: Albert and Emma (born in 1897).14 Sadly, Clara died in 1898, leaving
George junior with two young children.

It is not known what became of Emma but, in 1901, George junior, a widower, and his son were
living at 37 Dale Street in Rawmarsh, with, George senior and Emma. George junior’s name is
shown as George R. Berridge, but his son Albert’s last name was Roebuck. Like his father, George
junior was a coal hewer.

In 1911, Albert and his father were living in two rooms at 2 Bramelds Yard, Stocks Lane in
Rawmarsh. Albert had joined his father in the coal mines and, at the age of 15, was a driver.15

In August 1914,16 Albert enlisted in the 5th Battalion of the Yorkshire & Lancashire Regiment in
Rotherham?” as Albert Roebuck Berridge. The registration of his birth as Roebuck was likely a
mistake. Berridge was the legal surname of his father, who was the illegitimate son of Emma
Berridge. Hence, it was also the legal surname of Albert, as the legitimate son of George junior.

Albert joined the Front in France on 13 April 1915.18 Just over two years later he was admitted to
No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station, where he died of gas poisoning on 1 August 1917.19 He
was buried in Coxyde Military Cemetery (Grave Reference: Plot I, Row B, Grave 13).20 His father
asked to have the following inscription put on his gravestone:

PEACE, PEACE IS MINE21
Coxyde Military Cemetery (located near the village of Koksijde in Belgium) was about 10 kilometres

behind the front line in 1917. Commonwealth troops had relieved the French forces in the area and
the village was used for rest billets. Although the village was occasionally shelled, the cemetery,



which had been started by French troops, was reasonably safe. “It became the most important of
the Commonwealth cemeteries on the Belgian coast and was used at night for the burial of the dead
brought back from the front line.”22 There are now just over 1,500 Commonwealth graves from the
Great War in the cemetery.

The monies owing to him from the army upon his death were sent to his father.23 However, the
chaplain at No 1 CCCS indicated that his next of kin was his mother, Mrs A. G. Berridge, living at 4
Peashill Street in Rawmarsh.2¢ This may have been meant to refer to his stepmother, Rose Ann
Berridge.

Albert was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918), the
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the 1914-15 Star (for service in the war
against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915).25

Albert’s father married at least twice after the death of his first wife—Albert’s mother. In 1912, he
married Rose Ann Aston.2¢ Rose, who was born in 1881,27 had previously been married to Jesse
Edwards?8 and had had three children.2? George and Rose Ann then had four children: Clifford
(born in 1914),30 Albert (born in 1918),3! Alwyn (born in 1921)32 and Sydney (born in 1925).33
Rose Ann died in 1927.34 In 1928, George married Martha Ball.35 George, Martha and Albert’s
stepbrother Sydney were still living at 46 Dale Street in Rawmarsh in 1939.3¢ By this time, Albert’s
father was incapacitated. He died the following year.3”
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