
Private Francis Murphy©  
Regimental number: 240505 
"A" Company, 1st/5th Battalion, York and Lancaster Regiment 
 
born: 1893 - died: 4 August 1917 
 
Private Francis Murphy was born in 1893 in Rotherham, Yorkshire,1 the middle child of five born to 
Enoch Elijah and Elizabeth Murphy. Enoch was born in 1858 in Greasbrough, near Rotherham, and 
Elizabeth in 1871 in Wickersley, also near Rotherham.2 Enoch and Elizabeth (nee Mullins) married 
in 1892 in Rotherham.3 Their five children were John Henry (born in 1890),4 Charles Henry (born in 
1892),5 Francis, Thomas William (born in 1895)6 and Mary Elizabeth (born in 1896).7  
 
In 1901, this Wesleyan family was living at 88 Hope Street in Rotherham, where Enoch was a brass 
finisher.8 Ten years later, they had moved to 111 James Street, still in Rotherham, and now both 
Frances and his father were brass turners.9  
 
Frances enlisted in the 5th Battalion of the York and Lancaster Regiment in Rotherham10 in 
November 191411 and joined the Western Front in France on 13 April 1915.12  
 
At the beginning of August 1917, the 5th Battalion was stationed at Téteghem, near Dunkirk in 
France. Since the end of July, the battalion had been subjected to enemy gas attacks, which had 
injured dozens of Other Ranks (non-officers).13 Francis was probably one of these, because he died 
of gas poisoning at No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station on 4 August 1917.14  
 
He was buried in Adinkerke Military Cemetery (Grave Reference: Row A, Grave 5).15 Adinkerke 
Military Cemetery is near Veurne, Belgium, just across the border from Dunkirk, France. 
Commonwealth troops held the Front from the Belgian coast inland for about 70 kilometres from 
June to November 1917. No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station was at Adinkerke for a short time 
in June. There are 168 Commonwealth graves from the Great War in the cemetery.16 
 
Francis’ mother, who was still living at 111 James Street, was his next of kin and was notified of his 
death,17 but his father received the monies owing to him from the army upon his death.18  
 
Francis was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918), the 
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the 1914–15 Star (for service in the war 
against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915).19 
 
Enoch’s father died in Rotherham in 1924.20  
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