
Private Sam Pickles©  
Regimental number: 202711 
1st/4th Battalion, King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry 
 
born: 1895 or 1896 - died: 24 July 1917 
 
Private Sam Pickles was born late in 1895 or early in 1896 in Dewsbury, Yorkshire.1 He was the son 
of Sam and Mary Ann (also known as Polly) Pickles and was baptized on 16 February 1896 in the 
parish of St Mark in Dewsbury2—the same parish in which his parents had married on 17 
September 1887.3 His parents were both born in about 1866—his father in Dewsbury and his 
mother (the former Mary Ann Wilson), in Heckmondwike, Yorkshire.4 They had eight children, six 
of whom survived childhood.5 They had four daughters between 1888 and 1893: Emma (born in 
1888),6 Florence (born in 1889),7 Edith (born in 1891)8 and Evalina (born in 1893).9 Unfortunately 
1893 was not a good year for the family. Two of their daughters died— Evalina in first months of 
the year10 and Edith in the spring.11 After the deaths of their two daughters, Sam and Mary Ann had 
four sons: Harry (born in 1894),12 Sam, Edwin (born in 1906)13 and Walter (born in 1907).14 
 
In 1891, the family was living at 9 Belgrave Street in Dewsbury, where Sam Sr. was a coal miner.15 
His brothers, Mark and Henry, also coal miners, were living with them. Ten years later, the family 
was at 8 Vulcan Street and Sam Sr. was a coal hewer.16 By 1911, they had moved to 11 Waverly 
Street in Savile Town, Dewsbury. Sam Jr., age 15, had joined his father in the mines and was 
working as a haulage boy underground in the coal mine.17  
 
Sam enlisted in the King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry in Wakefield, Yorkshire,18 sometime after 
July 1916.19 The 1st/4th Battalion of the KOYLI landed at Boulogne, France, on 12 April 1915;20 
however, it is not known when Sam joined the battalion on the Western Front. In the summer of 
1917, he was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station where he died of gas poisoning 
on 24 July, at the age of 21.21  
 
The chaplain at No.1 CCCS noted that Sam had made a will leaving a watch and two rings to his 
mother.22 His father, who was still living at 11 Waverly Street, was his next of kin and was notified 
of his death and received the monies owing to Sam from the army upon his death.23 
 
Sam was buried in Adinkerke Churchyard Extension (Grave Reference: 844).24 Adinkerke 
Churchyard Extension is in Adinkerke, near Veurne, Belgium. It is a Belgian Military Cemetery on 
the west side of the churchyard less than a kilometre from the Adinkerke Military Cemetery. 
Commonwealth troops held the Front from the Belgian coast inland for about 70 kilometres from 
June to November 1917. No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station was at Adinkerke for a short time 
in June. There are 67 Commonwealth graves from the Great War.25 
 
Sam’s family asked to have the following inscription placed on his gravestone:  
 

GREATER LOVE 
HATH NO MAN THAN THIS26 

 
Sam was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918) and the 
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).27 
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