
Private George Clement Sutcliffe©  
Regimental number: 203255 
1st/4th Battalion, King's Own Yorkshire Light Infantry 
 
born: 18 March 1884 - died: 23 July 1917 
 

Private George Clement Sutcliffe was born on 18 March 
1884, the son of James William and Mary Elizabeth (nee 
Norminton) Sutcliffe. He was baptized on 30 April in the 
parish of Mirfield (St Mary’s) in Yorkshire1—the same 
parish in which his parents were married on 30 August 
1883.2 His parents were also both born in Yorkshire—his 
father in about 1859 in Hebden Bridge and his mother in 
about 1863 in Mirfield.3 James was a waterman, like his 
father and Mary Elizabeth’s father.4 George was their first 
child, followed two years later by a daughter, Mabel Alice, 
who sadly died at the age of 1, in 1886.5 A second son, 
James Owen, was born in 1887.6  
 
When George was only 7, he was staying with his paternal 
grandparents at 15 Cambridge Street in Erringden, 
Yorkshire.7 His parents and his younger brother James 
were living just over 20 miles away in Shepley Bridge, 
Mirfield.8 Ten years later, George was with his parents on 
Huddersfield Road, Ravensthorpe in Dewsbury, Yorkshire. 
His father was the captain of a barge and George was 
probably a seaman.9 
 
On 6 November 1905, George married Amy Goodall (born 

in about 1885 in Liversedge, Yorkshire)10 in the parish church in Ravensthorpe.11 They had three 
children: Jack (born on 23 October 1906 and baptized on 7 December of the same year in the parish 
church in Ravensthorpe),12 Harry (born on 3 November 1908 and baptized on 17 December 
1908)13 and Moira (born in 1912).14  
 
In 1911, George, his wife and two sons were living on Walker Street in Ravensthorpe, where George 
was a boatman on a canal, working for a coal merchant.15 His mother-in-law, Ann Goodall, was 
living with the family.  
 
Three years later, George enlisted in the King's Own Yorkshire Light Infantry.16 He was serving with 
the 1st/4th Battalion when he was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station on 22 July 
1917 with shell gas poisoning. He died the next day and was buried on 24 July17 in  
Adinkerke Churchyard Extension (Grave Reference: 841).18 His wife had the following inscribed on 
his gravestone:  
 

WORTHY OF EVERLASTING LOVE 
BELOVED HUSBAND 
OF AMY SUTCLIFFE19 

 

Grave of G. C. Sutcliffe 
Source : FindaGrave 



Adinkerke Churchyard Extension is in Adinkerke, near Veurne, Belgium. It is a Belgian Military 
Cemetery on the west side of the churchyard less than a kilometre from the Adinkerke Military 
Cemetery. Commonwealth troops held the Front from the Belgian coast inland for about 70 
kilometres from June to November 1917. No. 1 CCCS was at Adinkerke for a short time in June. 
There are 67 Commonwealth graves from the Great War in the extension cemetery.20 
 
George’s death was announced in 
the Todmorden & District News on 3 
August 191721 and was 
commemorated on the 
Ravensthorpe Parish Church War 
Memorial.22 
 
The monies owning to him from the army upon his death were sent to his wife.23  
 
George was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918), the 
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the Territorial Force Medal.24 The 
Territorial Force War Medal was awarded to members of the British Territorial Force who served 
overseas in the Great War and had volunteered for service overseas before the end of September 
1914, had been serving with the force on or before the day war was declared and did not qualify for 
the 1914 Star or the 1914–15 Star.25 
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