
Private James Tinckler Whiley©  
Regimental number: 276838 
2nd/7th Battalion, Manchester Regiment 
  
born: 9 January 1896 - died: 31 July 1917 
 
Private James Tinckler Whiley1 was born on 9 January 1896 and baptized on 31 August of the same 
year at All Saints Church in West Gorton, near Manchester, Lancashire.2 He was the youngest child 
of James Tinkler and Mary Elizabeth Whiley. James Sr was born on 3 April 18593 in Manchester and 
Mary Elizabeth (nee Pickford) in about 1861 in Nottram, Cheshire.4 They married on 19 October 
1884 in the parish church of All Saint’s Gorton5 and had four children: William (born in 1885, but 
died in 1890),6 May (born in 1887),7 Edith (born in 1889)8 and James.  
 
In 1891, the parents, with their two daughters, were living at 4 Block, Hunter’s Lane in Gorton.9 
James Sr was an oil sheet and tent maker. By 1901, James Jr had joined the family and they were all 
living at 97 Forbes Street, West Gorton. James’ 15-year-old sister Mary was an underclothing 
machinist.10 The family was still at the same address in 1911 and James Sr still had the same 
occupation, defined as an “oil sheet maker — i.e. covers made of canvas and made waterproof.”11 
James Jr, age 14, was an office boy and his sister Edith had joined her sister May as an underclothing 
machinist. 
 
James Jr enlisted in the Manchester Regiment in Manchester12 in about January 1916.13 Eighteen 
months later, in the last days of July 1917, the 2nd/7th Battalion was stationed in Nieuport, 
Belgium. On 26 and 27 July, the battalion was subjected to heavy German shelling. On 28 July, 
German mustard gas shells shelled its bivouac, with only a few casualties. The shelling continued 
with the battalion headquarters heavily shelled on 30 July. Two Other Ranks were injured by the 
gas on the 28th and six on 29th. James may have been one of these, because he died of gas 
poisoning14 at No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station on 30 or 31 July 1917.15 
 
James was buried in Coxyde Military Cemetery (Grave Reference: Plot II, Row B, Grave 12)16 and his 
father requested the following inscription on his gravestone:  
 

AT REST 
 
Coxyde Military Cemetery (located near the village of Koksijde in Belgium) was about 10 kilometres 
behind the front line in 1917. Commonwealth troops had relieved the French forces in the area and 
the village was used for rest billets. Although the village was occasionally shelled, the cemetery, 
which had been started by French troops, was reasonably safe. “It became the most important of 
the Commonwealth cemeteries on the Belgian coast and was used at night for the burial of the dead 
brought back from the front line.”17 There are now just over 1,500 Commonwealth graves from the 
Great War in the cemetery.  
 
His next of kin, a friend, Miss D. Smith, who was living at 5 Woodbine Street in Moss Side, 
Manchester, was notified of his death by the No 1. CCCS chaplain.18 However, the monies owing to 
James from the army upon his death were sent to his father.19  
 
James was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918), the 
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the 1914–15 Star (for service in the war 
against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915).20 



 
James’ sister May married Harry Eardley in 1911. In 1939, May and Harry were still living in 
Manchester and her parents, both old age pensioners, were living with them.21 James’ father died 
two years later, at the age of 82, and was buried on 10 May 1941 in Manchester.22 His mother 
probably died in 1949.23 
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