
Sergeant Francis Yates McLauchlan 
Regimental Number:  21967 
27th Squadron, Royal Air Force  
 
born: 1898 - died: 23 May 1918 
 
Francis Yates McLauchlin, born in the spring of 1898, was the son of Ducan McLauchlan (born in 
1869)1 and Barbara Ellen (Helen) Lee (born in 1872)2 of Leeds, Yorkshire. In 1911, Duncan was a 
compositor (linotype operator) and, in 1911, was living at 8 Autumn Terrace, Leeds.3 Francis was 
born in the spring of 18984 – the first son to survive childhood. He had an older brother, Duncan, 
born in 1893, but he died the following year.5 The first daughter, Margaret Yates was born the next 
year6 and another daughter, Barbara Ellen McLauchlan was born about 1909.7 They had another 
child who did not survive until 1911.8 
 
Francis enlisted in the Royal Flying Corp on 23 March 1916, when he was just 18.9 He was 
appointed Acting Corporal on 1 September 1917. On 20 December 1917 he was declared “Fit as Obs 
[Observer and Air Gunner], unfit as Pilot, Requires Dental Treatment.”10  On 31 December he was 
sent to the No 1 School of Military Aeronautics, a Royal Flying Corps training school in Reading,11 
and then, on 14 January 1918, he was posted to No 3 School of Air Gunnery. On 19 March 1918 he 
was promoted to Sergeant. He began his service in France on the same date, but he spent a couple 
of weeks in hospital in early April.12  
 
The Royal Flying Corp combined with the Royal Navy Air Service to form the Royal Air Force on 1 
April 1918.13 
 

... the newly independent RAF fought effectively from 1 April 1918 over the Western 
Front in direct support of the ground forces. It also took the war to Germany and 
exploited the offensive potential of air power ... The RAF’s performance over the 
Western Front was crucial, both in the part it played in blunting the German 
offensive and in the final counter-attacks of the Allied Armies which led to the 
surrender of the German forces in November 1918. The bitterness and scale of air 
fighting remained undiminished from April until November. For example, RAF 
Communiqué No 1 records that 57 enemy aircraft were brought down, 37 were 
driven out of control, 7 lost to anti-aircraft fire while RAF losses were 43; and 85 
tons of bombs were dropped, 380,173 rounds fired at ground targets and 3302 
photographs were taken.14 

Unfortunately, one of the RAF losses was the plane in which Francis McLauchlan and his pilot, 
George Edward Ffrench, were flying. “No 27 Squadron lost DH9 D5616 on 23 May 1918, 2nd Lt 
George Edward Ffrench and Cpl Francis Yates McLauchlan both being killed.”15  

Francis had been flying in a DH9, made by de Havilland – a plane that did not have a good track 
record. “The DH.9's performance in action over the Western Front was a disaster, with heavy losses 
incurred, both due to its poor performance and to engine failures, despite the prior de-rating of its 
engine.”16 The account of their accident reflects the aircraft failure:  



From Henshaw's "The Sky Their Battlefield" 
[George Edward Ffrench] was piloting his DH9 
No: D5616 with Cpl F Y McLauchlan as his 
observer when the engine fell off at about 6:10 
a.m. near Maria Aeltre, having left the aerodrome 
at Fourneuil, where Number 27 squadron was 
based at the time. His observer was also killed.17 

As the observer, Francis would have been in the rear 
cockpit firing a rotatable automatic .303 Lewis machine 
gun with a 97 round pan.18 

The plane crashed near Sains-lè-Pernes19 and Francis 
was already dead when he was admitted to the 1st 
Canadian Casualty Clearing Station on 23 May 1918. He 
was buried four days later in the Pernes British Military 
Cemetery (Plot 2, Row C, Grave 44), with the chaplain, J. 
K. Tibbits, presiding.20  He was just 20 years old. His 
pilot, 2nd Lieutenant George Edward Ffrench, was also 
admitted to the 1st CCCS and buried in Pernes British 
Military Cemetery next to Francis.21 

Francis was awarded the British War Medal (for service 
overseas between 1914 and 1918) and the Victory 
Medal (for service in an operational theatre).22  
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