
2nd Lieutenant Alan Barnes 
Regimental number:  – 
5th Squadron, Royal Air Force  
 
born: 1898 - died: 26 September 1918 
 
2nd Lieutenant Alan Barnes was probably born at the 
beginning of 1898 in Lincoln, Lincolnshire,1 the eldest 
son of Charles and Annie Barnes. Charles was born in 
about 1868 in Cheetham Hill, Lancashire, the son Joseph 
and Julie Barnes,2 and Annie (née Gabbott) on 8 
January18733 in Morton, Lancashire, the daughter of 
Henry and Jane Gabbott.4 Charles and Annie were 
married on 18 April 1898 at St Mary’s Church in the 
parish of St Mary Moston in Lancaster.5 They probably 
had five children:6 Alan, Muriel Joy (born in 1900),7 
Geoffrey Gabbott (born in 1902),8 Marshall Fisher (born 
on 20 May 1907)9 and Charles Edwin (born on 17 April 
1909).10  
 
In 1901, the family was living at Thornton Villa, 
Hamilton Road, Lincoln Street, Botolph, Lincoln, where 
Charles was a mechanical engineer’s draughtsman.11 
There is no indication of where the family was in 1911. 
However, at some point, the family moved to Colchester, 
Essex and Alan was a student at Colchester Royal 
Grammar School.12 
 
Alan enlisted sometime before April 1915—at which 
time he would have been just seventeen years of age. He 
enlisted as a Private in the Bedfordshire Regiment 
(Regimental number: 140042) and went to France on 9 
April 1915.13 At some point, he transferred to the Royal Air Force. He was flying with the 5th 
Squadron when he died. On 26 September 1918, less than two months before the end of the war, his 
plane spun, crashed and caught fire during practice landings.14 He was already dead when he was 
admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station.15 He was buried two days later in Duisans 
British Military Cemetery (Grave 54, Plot 7, Row A). He was just 19 years old.  
 
Duisans British Military Cemetery is located in Etrun, near Arras, in France. The first burials took 
place in the cemetery in March 1917.16 No. 1 CCCS arrived at the beginning of September and was 
stationed near Duisans for two months in the autumn of 1918.17 A total of 75 patients died at No. 1 
CCCS in September 1918. Very few of them were airmen.  
 
Alan was awarded the 1914-15 Star, for service in the war against Germany between 5 August 1914 
and 31 December 1915.18 However, like other Great War soldiers, he probably was also awarded 
the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918) and the Victory Medal (for 
service in an operational theatre). His name is included in the list of the WWI fallen located inside 
the entrance of the Colchester town hall.19  
 

2nd Lieutenant Alan Barnes 
Source: Margaret Cheetham Family tree, 
Ancestry 



Alan’s younger brother, Geoffrey, also served in the Great War at a very young age. Geoffrey was 
serving in the British Merchant Navy and was an apprentice on the Gitano20 when it struck a mine 
and sunk on 23 December 1918, with all hands on board.21 He was 16 years old and the war had 
ended nearly two months earlier. He received the Mercantile Marine medal and British medal.22  
 
At the end of the war, Alan’s parents were living at 171 Maldon Road in Colchester. 
 
Alan’s sister, Muriel, went to Canada, probably in 1928.23 She was a domestic housekeeper. 
Although she returned to England in the early 1930s,24 she eventually settled in Canada.25  His 
brother Marshall married Frances M. Cox in 1939 in Warwickshire. 
 
In 1939, Alan’s mother, Annie, was living with his brother, Charles, at 39 Athelstan Road in 
Colchester.26 Her husband, Charles, had died in Colchester the previous year.27 Annie joined her 
daughter, Muriel, in Canada probably in 1947.28 Annie and Muriel made a three-month visit to 
England in 1958.29  Annie possibly died in Canada in 1966.30 
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