
Lance Corporal Thomas Albert Chapman©  
Regimental number: 11818 
4th Battalion, Royal Fusiliers  
  
born: 1888 - died: 29 May 1918 
 
Lance Corporal Thomas Albert Chapman was born in 1888,1 the youngest child of Thomas Edward 
(Edwin)2 and Matilda Chapman, and was baptized on 15 April 1888 at All Hallow’s Church in 
Tottenham, London.3 His parents were both born in London—his father was born in Spitalfields in 
about 18374 and baptized at Spitalfields Christ Church in Stepney on 25 May 1838,5 and his mother 
(nee Matilda Leach) was born in New Cross in about 1857.6 They married on 20 April 1881 at All 
Saints Church in Edmonton, London,7 and had six children: Georgina Maud (born in 1881),8 Edward 
Mercer (born in 1883),9 Ethel Matilda (born in 1885),10 Rose Priscilla (born in 1890),11 Daisy (born 
in 1892)12 and Thomas. 
 
In 1891, the family was living at 12 Charles’ Terrace, St Paul’s Road in Tottenham, where Thomas’ 
father was a vegetable salesman.13 Ten years later, they were living at 4 Ashby Terrace, Sutherland 
Road in Edmonton and his father was a greengrocer with his own store.14 
 
By 1911, at the age of 23, Thomas had already joined the 4th Battalion of the Royal Fusiliers. He was 
a private, living at the Corunna Barracks, Stanhope Lines in Aldershot.15 His father was in the 
Edmonton Infirmary. He died there, at the age of 74, in 191116 and was buried on 29 July in 
Chingford Mount Cemetery in London.17 Thomas’ mother and two sisters, Ethel and Rose, were 
living at 16 Gloucester Road in Edmonton. Ethel and Rose were cartridge base makers in an 
ammunition factory.18 (Eley was a British ammunition manufacturer established by William and 
Charles Eley in London in 1828. In the early 1900s, it became part of the Nobel Industries.19)  
 
Thomas joined the British Expeditionary Force at the beginning of the war20 in Houslow.21 He 
survived for nearly four years. At the end of May 1918, the 4th Battalion was on the front line, 
having replaced the 1st Gordons on 16 May. On 20 May, two non-officers were wounded before the 
battalion was relieved late in the evening.22 Thomas may have been one of the two wounded 
soldiers, because he was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station on 20 May with 
shrapnel wounds to his head.23 However, he survived for nine days, only succumbing to his wounds 
on 29 May. He was buried the following day in Pernes British Cemetery (Grave Reference: Plot II, 
Row D, Grave 31) with the Canadian chaplain J. K. Tibbits presiding.  
 
In May 1918, nearly 4,000 soldiers were admitted to No. 1 CCCS.24 There were 115 deaths that 
month—more than in any of the other three and a half months that No. 1 CCCS was in Pernes. The 
Pernes British Military Cemetery was only set up in April 1918 when No. 1 and No. 4 CCCSs came to 
Pernes, driven back by the German advance.25 
 
His mother, who was living at 36 Argyle Road, High Street, in Tottenham, was notified of his death. 
She and two of Thomas’ sisters, Ethel and Rose, received the monies owning to him from the army 
upon his death.26  
 
Thomas was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918), the 
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the 1914–15 Star (for service in the war 
against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915).27 
 



His brother Edward married a Sarah Agnes in about 1907 and was a house painter living in 
Edmonton in 1911.28 Sadly he died in 1915 at the age of 33.29 He was buried in Chingford Mount 
Cemetery—the same cemetery as his father, who had died four years earlier. Thomas’ eldest sister, 
Georgina, married Frank Oswald Stone in 190430 and, in 1911, was living with him and their two 
children in Tottenham.31 It is not known what happened to his sisters Ethel and Daisy after 1911. 
His mother probably died in 1935 at the age of 78.32 
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