Private George Charles Critchley©
Regimental number: 28676
1st Battalion, Hampshire Regiment

born: 1899 - died: 31 May 1918

Private George Charles Critchley was born in 1899 in Bristol, Gloucestershire,! the son of George
James and Sarah Jane (nee Jones) Critchley.z He was baptized on 8 June 1899 in Bedminster, near
Bristol.3 Both his parents were born in 1875—his father was born in Gloucester on 28 September
and his mother in Bristol on 1 November.* They married in Bedminster on 28 July 18955 and
probably had 11 children: Nellie Elizabeth (born in 1898),6 George, William Robert (born in 1901),”
Thomas John (born in 1903),8 Henry (born in 1905),° Charles Edgar (born in 1907),1° Theodore
Gilbert (born on 28 September 1909),!1 Ernest Frank (born in 1911),12 Irene Myra (born on 30 May
1914)13 and Ivor Henry (born on 28 September 1916).14

In 1901, the family was living at 5 Berkeley Square in Bedminster, where George’s father was a corn
porter.1s Ten years later, the family of eight was living in four rooms at 71 Essex Street in
Bedminster. George’s father was now a waterman for a flour mill.1é

George was living in Cathay, Bristol when he enlisted in the Hampshire Regiment!? less than a year
before his death.18

At the end of May 1918, the 1st Battalion of the Hampshire Regiment was stationed near Bethune,
in northern France.1® On 29 May, much of the battalion was working with the Royal Engineers as
carrying and working parties; it was reportedly a quiet day. Nonetheless, four soldiers were
wounded that day. George was probably one of them, as he was admitted to No. 1 Canadian
Casualty Clearing Station on 29 May with shrapnel wounds to his lung.29 He survived for three days,
succumbing to his injuries on 31 May. He was buried the following day in Pernes Military Cemetery
(Plot 2, Row E, Grave 8) with the Canadian chaplain, J. K. Tibbits presiding. He was just 19 years old.

His mother, who was living at 19 Harford Street in Cathay, was his next of kin and was notified of

his death,?! but it was his father who received the monies owing to him from the army upon his
death.22

George was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and
1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).23

In 1939, his parents, with his siblings Theodore, Irene and Ivor, were still at living 19 Harford
Street.2* At the age of 64, his father was doing heavy work as a general dock labourer.
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