Private Kirby Hawkins©
Regimental number: 36960
9th Battalion, West Yorkshire Regiment (Prince of Wales's Own)

born: 7 December 1898 - died: 29 May 1918

Private Kirby Hawkins was born on 7 December 1898 and baptized 29 January 1899 in St Thomas

church in Leeds, Yorkshire. He was the son of Fred and Florence Hawkins.! Fred was born in about
1871 in Scarborough, Yorkshire? and Florence (nee Smith) was born on 10 June 1874 and baptized
on 2 January 1884 at St Peter’s church in Bradford, Yorkshire.3

They married in 1894 in Scarborough* and had six children: Florence Blanche (born on11 January
1895),5 Charles Frederick (born in 1897),6 Kirby, Hannah (born in 1900),7 Alfred (born on 15
September 1903)8 and Lilian Kingston (born in 1906).°

In 1901, the family was living at 9 Bayswater Row in Potternewton, Leeds, where Fred was a
lithographer.10 Ten years later the family was living at the same address, but now Florence’s father
(a widower) and brother were living with them.!! Florence herself was not living with the family,
although Fred was still listed as being married.

Later the same year, Kirby, at the age of 13, entered the West York Reformatory School.12 He was
admitted on 2 December 1911 for “habitually wandering,” having been convicted in Leeds the day
before. He was to remain in the reformatory school until the age of 16. While his previous character
was described as “honest,” he continued to abscond from the reformatory, leaving twice in
December 1911. In October 1914, he was placed with Mrs. Cross at Marncham Hall in Newark,
where he was paid 3 shillings a week. A year later, he visited the school and it was noted that he
“looked well.” He had passed his 16th birthday, but shortly after his visit, he was placed with
Matthew Verity at Union House Farm in Skeeby, Yorkshire, with a wage of £15.13

When he was admitted to the reformatory school, his father was still living at the family home at 9
Bayswater Row, but his mother was living at 12 Raby Place, Sheepscan Street in Leeds. This
suggests that his parents had perhaps separated. His aunt Margaret Smith (his mother’s sister) was
also given as a contact.'# In 1911, she and her sister Lillian were working as domestic servants in
the Hannah household at 3 Columbus Ravine in Scarborough, Yorkshire.!5

In August 191616 he enlisted in the British Expeditionary Force in York.1” Nearly two years later, he
was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station with shrapnel wounds to his chest and
abdomen.!8 He was admitted on 29 May 1918 and died there. He was buried the same day in Pernes
British Cemetery (Grave Reference: Plot I, Row D, Grave 15) with the Canadian chaplain J. K.
Tibbits presiding. His father was notified of his death!? and received the monies owning to him
from the army upon his death.20

In May, nearly 4,000 soldiers were admitted to No. 1 CCCS.2! There were 115 deaths that month—
more than in any of the other three and a half months that No. 1 CCCS was in Pernes. The Pernes
British Military Cemetery was only set up in April 1918 when No. 1 and No. 4 CCCS came to Pernes,
driven back by the German advance.22

Kirby was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and
1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).23



Kirby’s sister Lilian married Frank Eccles in 1933;24 his brother Alfred (newsagent on his own
account) also married?> and possibly had several children, one of whom was named Kirby.2¢
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