Private Bertie George Kahler©
Regimental number: 43350
7th Battalion, Northamptonshire Regiment

born: 1894 - died: 1 June 1918

Private Bertie George Kahler was born in 1894 in Norwich, Norfolk,! the son of Frederic Andrew
and Edna Kahler.2 Bertie’s parents were both born in about 1857 in Norfolk—Frederic in Norwich
and Edna (nee Watson) in Aslacton.3 They married in 1877 in Norwich and had ten children, six of
whom survived childhood:# Frederick Andrew (born in 1879),5 Rose Edna (born in 1880),6 Richard
Thomas (born in 1882, but died in 1887),” Margaret Kate (born in 1883, but died within a few
months),8 John Martin (born on 18 January 1885),? Richard Thomas (born in October 1887)10 (who
was given the name of his older brother who had died at the age of 4), Russell Leonard (born in
1893),11 Bertie and Ethel Hilda (born in 1898 and died soon after birth).12

Frederic was a baker and, in 1891, was living at 93 Ber Street in Norwich.!3 Ten years later, the
family had moved to 10 Cowgate Street, still in Norwich.14 In 1911, they were at the same address
and Frederic was now a baker’s confectioner.!5

Bertie, age 16, had become a litho printer. His sister Rose was a shop assistant, working for a baker
confectioner; his brothers Richard and Russell were a barman and a baker, respectively. By 1911,
his brother Frederick had married!¢ and moved away and his brother John had immigrated to the
United States.1?

Bertie enlisted in the British Expeditionary Force in Norwich!8 in about December 1915.19 He
probably served first with the Norfolk Yeomanry (Regimental number: 2713),20 but transferred at
some point to the 7th Battalion of the Northamptonshire Regiment.2!

At the end of May and in early June 1918, the 7th Battalion was located in the Hill 70 sector, near
Lens in northern France.?2 There had been fairly persistent attacks of enemy artillery. The
battalion’s war diary notes for 1 June that “Enemy artillery slightly active during the day. 3 O.R.s
(Other Ranks) reported suffering from gas.” Bertie was possibly one of these, because he had died
of gas poisoning when he was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station on 1 June.23 He
was buried the same day in Pernes Military Cemetery (Plot 2, Row E, Grave 9) with the Canadian
chaplain J. K. Tibbits presiding. His father, who was living 11 Aylsham Road, Norwich, was his next
of kin and was notified of his death24 and received the monies owing to him from the army upon his
death.2s

Bertie’s father asked to have the following inscription engraved on his headstone:

REST IN PEACE26
No. 1 CCCS was stationed in Pernes in June 1918 and Bertie was one of 4040 patients admitted in
June and one of the 82 who died there that month.2” The Pernes British Military Cemetery was only
set up in April 1918 when No. 1 and No. 4 CCCSs came to Pernes, driven back by the German

advance.?8

Bertie was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and
1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).29



Bertie’s father died on 22 November 19213 and his mother on 13 November 1935.31 Both were still
living at 11 Aylsham Road when they died.

Bertie’s eldest brother Frederick became a baker, like his father. He married Harriett Althea
Plummer in 190432 and was living in the family home at 11 Aylsham Road when he died on 28 June
194933

His sister Rose married Herbert Darby in 1913 and appears to have had one son, also Herbert, born
in 1919. Herbert Sr died before Rose because, in 1939, Rose was a widow.34 Rose died in 1948.35

Bertie’s brother John, a carpenter, left England on the SS Pomeranian in 1906, arriving in Halifax,
Nova Scotia, Canada on 10 April.36 He was heading to Winnipeg, Manitoba, but he did not stay in
Canada long because on in July 1906 he applied to leave Canada to go to the United States, headed
for Chicago, Illinois.3” He was naturalized as an American citizen in 191738 and, on 20 December
1919, he married Ida Louise Larson in Indianapolis, Indiana.3° They appear to have had one
daughter—Edna, born in about 1925 and probably named after John’s mother.4? John worked as a
body maker in a factory#! and then as a carpenter in a construction company. He died in Oakland,
Michigan, in 1968.42

It is not known if all Bertie’s other brothers served in the Great War, but it appears that his brother
Richard did so. Richard attended the Bull Close Boys School in Norwich from 1896 to early 1900.43
In 1918 he is listed as an absentee voter, serving in the Machine Gun Corps (regimental number:
55485).44 Before the war he had married Edith M Mackley.*> Edith died in 19384¢ but Richard
remarried, marrying Millicent Prentice in 1941.47 Sadly, they only had a few years together, as
Richard died on 4 November 1950.48

His last brother Russell died as a young man. He was 31 years old and living at home when he died
on 11 October 1925.49
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