
Private Herbert Edward Leach©  
Regimental number: 347567 
9th Light Railway Operating Company, Royal Engineers 
 
born: 1896 - died: 30 May 1918 
 
Private Herbert Edward Leach died at No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station on 30 May 1918.1 
He had been admitted the day before with a gunshot wound to his head. He was buried the day he 
died in Pernes Military Cemetery (Plot 2, Row D, Grave 32) with the Canadian chaplain J. K. Tibbits 
presiding. The chaplain did not know his next of kin and so a letter was set to the adjutant of his 
unit—9th Light Railway Operating Company of the Royal Engineers.  
 
But Herbert did have a next of kin—his wife of just two years, Rose Burnett. Rose was born in about 
1898 in Battersea, London, the daughter of William Henry and Betsy Burnett.2 They had married on 
20 February 1916 at All Saint’s Church in Wimbledon, in Surrey, when Rose was just 18.3 Herbert 
and Rose probably did not have any children, but Herbert had a large birth family—parents, Alfred 
and Susan, and 11 siblings.  
 
His father, Alfred Benjamin Leach, was born in about 1863 in Wandsworth, Surrey and his mother 
(the former Susan Elizabeth Clark) in about 1865 in Whitechapel, London.4 They married in the 
parish church of St Anne’s Wandsworth on 20 February 1887 and had twelve children, two of 
whom died before 1911:5  
 
• Alfred John (born in 1887 and baptized on 10 Aug 1887),6 
• Henry Charles (born in 1889 but died in 1891),7 
• Susan Louisa (born in 1891 and baptized on 6 Sep 1891),8 
• George (born in 1893 and baptized on 16 Feb 1896),9 
• Herbert Edward (born in 1896 and baptized the same day as his brother George in the parish 

of Earlsfield St Andrew in Wandsworth),10 
• Frederick William (born in 1897 and baptized on 2 Jan 1898),11 
• Elizabeth Sarah (born in 1900 and baptized on 7 Jan 1900),12 
• Henry Charles (born in 1902 and baptized on 2 Mar 1902),13 

• Albert Frank (born in 1904 and baptized on 7 Aug 1904),14 
• Thomas (born in 1905 and baptized on 15 Oct 1905)15 and 
• Stanley James (born in 1909).16 

 
Herbert grew up at 41 Brathway Road, Wandsworth.17 His father was a labourer, working for a 
bricklayer in 1901 and as a general labourer in 1911. By 1911, Herbert, age 15, was working as a 
greengrocer’s boy and his mother, who still had eight children living at home in four rooms, was 
working as a charwoman. 
 
Herbert later became a fitter’s mate on the London & Southwestern Railway18 and enlisted in the 
Royal Engineers in Camberwell, Surrey19 sometime after May 1917.20 He later served for a time in 
the London Regiment21 but, at the time of his death less than a year after he enlisted, he was serving 
with the 9th Light Railway Operating Company of the Royal Engineers.22  
 
Although his next of kin was not known when he died, he was not forgotten. His wife had the 
following inscription engraved on his gravestone:  
 



REMEMBERED FOR EVER23 
 
In May 1918, nearly 4,000 soldiers were admitted to No. 1 CCCS.24 There were 115 deaths that 
month—more than in any of the other three and a half months that No. 1 CCCS was in Pernes. The 
Pernes British Military Cemetery was only set up in April 1918 when No. 1 and No. 4 CCCSs came to 
Pernes, driven back by the German advance.25 
 
After the war, Rose, who received the monies owing to him from the army upon his death,26 was 
living at 6 West Gardens, Robinson Road in Tooting, London27 and, in 1939, she was probably living 
in Slough, Buckinghamshire.28  
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