Captain Archibald Mackenzie©
Regimental number: —
1st Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers

born: about 1876 - died: 4 June 1918

Captain Archibald Mackenzie died on 4 June 1918 at No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station.! He
had enlisted in the 1st Battalion of the Northumberland Fusiliers and joined the Front in France on
21 November 1915.

His battalion was stationed near Choques, northwest of Bethune in northern France, when
Archibald was wounded on 1 June 1918. That day does not appear to have been a particularly busy
day for the battalion—two companies were in working parties near Vertannoy. However, as noted
in the battalion’s war diary, “Capt Mackenzie sustained wounds of which he subsequently died.”?

Extract of 1st Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers war diary for 1 June 1918
Source: Ancestry
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He was admitted to No. 1 CCCS with shrapnel wounds to his head. He died a few days later and was
buried on 5 June in Pernes Military Cemetery (Plot 2, Row F, Grave 2) with the Canadian chaplain J.
K. Tibbits presiding.3 Archibald was probably only one of two officers in the battalion wounded in
June and the only one to die.*

The Pernes British Military Cemetery was only set up in April 1918 when No. 1 and No. 4 CCCSs
came to Pernes, driven back by the German advance.5 In May 1918, nearly 4,000 soldiers were
admitted to No. 1 CCCS, and in June, over 4,000 soldiers were admitted.6 There were 82 deaths that
month.

Mary Gertrude Mackenzie was his wife and next of kin.” She was living at Monk House, Monk
Breeton, near Barnseley in Yorkshire, when she was notified of his death8 and in Cossall,
Nottinghamshire, when she had the following inscription put on his gravestone:

A NOBLE LIFE LAID DOWN?®

Prior to enlisting to serve in the Great War, Archibald was a colliery engineer.1® He was born in
about 1876 in Chesterfield, Derbyshire,!! and was probably the son of Hugh and Ellen Mackenzie.12

His father married Ellen Walker Saxton in Crich, Derbyshire, on 2 March 1875.13 Archibald was
their eldest child. They then had two more sons—Frederick (born in 1878)14 and Donald (born in
1881).15 Finally, they had a daughter, Anne Saxton Mackerrow (born in 1885),16 but sadly she died
in 1896, at the age of 10.17

In 1891, the family was living in Kimberley, near Nottingham, where Hugh was a draper.18 By 1901,
Archibald may have left home, because his parents and two brothers were living with Hugh'’s



mother, Ann, and his brother, George, and two nephews. Archibald’s father probably died in 193019
and his mother and brother Frederick may both have died in 1937.20

Archibald married Mary Gertrude Wheatley (born in Cossall, Nottinghamshire, in about 1870) in
1906 in Basford, Nottinghamshire.2! They do not appear to have had any children.22

Archibald was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914
and 1918), the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the 1914-15 Star (for
service in the war against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915).23
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