
Private Leonard Walter Ponsford©  
Regimental number: 265678 
8th Battalion, The Queen's (Royal West Surrey Regiment) 
  
born: 1897 - died: 31 May 1918 
 
Private Leonard Walter Ponsford was born in 1897 in Lambeth,1 the son of Henry and Annie 
Ponsford.2 Henry was born in about 1853 in Molesey, Surrey, and Annie in about 1861 in London, 
Middlesex. It is not known whether they married, but they had at least seven children:3 Harry (born 
in 1884),4 Herbert (born on 10 June 1885),5 Florence Alice (born on 27 September 1886),6 James 
(born in 1894),7 Amy Doris (possibly also known as Dorothy) (born in 1895),8 Leonard and  
Ivy (born in 1901).9 
 
The family moved around a lot, but always livings within five miles of the south side of the Thames 
River in London. In 1891, Henry and Annie were living at Crown Villas, Crown Hill, St Mary in 
Lambeth, London, with their first two children.10 Henry was a fireman in the volunteer fire brigade. 
In the later half of the 1890s, two children were registered in Salters Hill School, on Gipsy Road in 
Lambeth. When Florence registered in April 1895, the family was living at 119 Auckland Terrace, 
Lambeth. She left two months later because she had been “removed from the neighbourhood.”11 
Two years later, in May 1897, her brother Herbert registered at the same school and the family was 
living at 251 Rommany Road, still in Lambeth. He stayed until August 1898, when he too was 
“removed from the neighbourhood.”12 By 1901, the family had moved to 3 Crescent Road in 
Clapham, still in Lambeth.13 By now Annie was a widow and working as a charwoman. Leonard was 
not with the family. His brothers Harry and Herbert were house painters. In 1911, the family was 
living at 45 Zennor Road in Balham, London.14 Annie was no longer working. Harry and James were 
house decorators; Florence and Dorothy were daily domestic help; Leonard and Ivy were in school. 
 
Five years later, Leonard, at the age of 19, married Ada May Glastonbury in Wandsworth, Surrey.15 
Ada was born on 3 July 1899, the daughter of Frederick John and Mary Ann Glastonbury of 
Wandsworth.16 Leonard and Ada probably had just one daughter, Ruby Minnie D., born in 1917.17  
 
Leonard enlisted in The Queen's (Royal West Surrey Regiment) in Balham18 in about November 
1916.19 At the end of May 1918, the 8th Battalion of the Royal West Surrey Regiment was in the 
trenches in Les Brebis, near Mazingarbe, northwest of Lens, France.20 In the days leading up to 30 
May, there had been considerable bombardments from both sides. But 30 May was “quieter than 
usual.” Yet, two Other Ranks were wounded. Leonard was probably one of these, as he was 
admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station that day with shrapnel wounds to his head, 
back and thigh.21 His left leg was amputated, but he died the following day and was buried on 31 
May in Pernes Military Cemetery (Plot 2, Row D, Grave 44) with the Canadian chaplain J. K. Tibbits 
presiding.  
 
In May 1918, nearly 4,000 soldiers were admitted to No. 1 CCCS.22 There were 115 deaths that 
month—more than in any of the other three and a half months that No. 1 CCCS was in Pernes. The 
Pernes British Military Cemetery was only set up in April 1918 when No. 1 and No. 4 CCCSs came to 
Pernes, driven back by the German advance.23 
 
 
 



His wife, who was living at 44 Bedford Hill, Balham, was his next of kin and was notified of his 
death.24 She also received the monies owing to him from the army upon his death.25  
 
No information was found about the medals awarded to Leonard but, like all soldiers, he was 
probably awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 
1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre). 
 
Ada was only 17 when she married Leonard. After his death, she married again, marrying William 
Day in 1919 in Balham.26 She was 20 when she married for the second time. They had a daughter, 
Louisa M., in 1920.27 In 1939, they were probably living at “The Greenaways” in Amersham, 
Buckinghamshire.28 William, who was born on 10 August 1884, was an officer’s batman.  
 
In 1939, Leonard and Ada’s daughter Ruby was living with Seymour E. Du Vergier and his mother at 
21 Upper Tooting Road in Balham.29 Ruby married Seymour in 194230 and she died in 2002.31  
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