
Lance Corporal Brinley Howell Powell©  
Regimental number: 159091 
4th Section, 104th Field Company, Royal Engineers 
  
born:  1889 - died: 28 May 1918 
 
Lance Corporal Brinley Howell Powell was born in 1889 in Merthyr Tydfil, Glamorgan, Wales,1 the 
son of William H. and Mary Jane (nee James) Powell.2 Both his parents were also born in Merthyr 
Tydfil—William in about 1835 and Mary Jane about two years later. They also married in Merthyr 
Tydfil in 18803 and had six children,4 all born in the same town. All but one was still living in 1911: 
Bronwen Eliza (born in 1880),5 Daniel James (born in 1882),6 Annetta Mary (born in 1886),7 
Brinley and Janetta (born in 1893).8 The sixth child, who died before 1911, was probably Annetta 
(born early in 1885 and died within a few months).9 
 
In 1891, the family lived at 27 Thomas Street in Merthyr Tydfil, where William was a printer 
compositor’s foreman.10 William died sometime over the next decade because, in 1901, Mary Ann 
was a widow and the licensee victualler of the Tydvil Arms Inn at 27 Tramroadside North in 

Methyr Tydfil.11 By 1911, Brinley was a journeyman carpenter and still living at home with his 
mother and three siblings on Tramroadside North.12  
 
Brinley enlisted as a Sapper in the Royal Engineers13 in Merthyr, Glamorgan,14 in about April 

1916.15 In May 1918, the 104th Field Company of the Royal Engineers was stationed in Les Brebis, 
north of Arras.16 It had arrived in Les Brebis from Houvelin at the beginning of the month. At the 
end of the month, Brinley was injured and admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station 
with a shrapnel wound to his lower jaw.17 He died at 7 p.m. that day and was buried the following 
day in Pernes Military Cemetery (Plot 2, Row D, Grave 14) with the Canadian chaplain J. K. Tibbits 
presiding. His unit was notified of his death on 31 May.  
 

 
 

 

 
His mother, who was then living at Brook House, The Walk, Merthyr Tydfil, was notified of his 
death. She asked to have the following engraved on his headstone:  
 

NIGHT WILL PASS 
AND JOY AND HOPE AWAKEN 
AND THE DAWN SHALL RISE18 

 
In May 1918, nearly 4,000 soldiers were admitted to No. 1 CCCS.19 There were 115 deaths that 
month—more than in any of the other three and a half months that No. 1 CCCS was in Pernes. The 
Pernes British Military Cemetery was only set up in April 1918 when No. 1 and No. 4 CCCS came to 
Pernes, driven back by the German advance.20 
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His mother and a friend, Miss Diana McNamara, were jointly awarded the monies owing to him 
from the army upon his death. No information was found to identify this friend.  
 
Brinley was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 
1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).21 
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