
Private Harold Shaw©  
Regimental number: 358706 
1st/10th Battalion, The King's (Liverpool Regiment) 
  
born: 26 December 1899 - died: 1 June 1918 
 
Private Harold Shaw, the son of John and Mary Alice Shaw, was born on 26 December 1899 and 
baptized just a couple of weeks later at All Souls Church in Ancoats, Lancashire.1 John was born in 
Warrington, Lancashire, in about 1865 and his wife, the former Mary Alice Kitchingman, in 1868, 
about 20 miles away in Manchester.2 They married in St. Mary's Chapel in Great Sankey, 40 miles 
west of Manchester, in 1888.3 Three years after their marriage, John and Mary Alice were probably 
living at 21 Heath Lane in Warrington, where John was a blacksmith and Mary Alice a cotton 
winder. The first of their children was born the following year. They had a total of seven children:  
Frank Kitchingman (born on 6 February 1892),4 Alice Warburton Robinson (born in June 1894),5 
Mary Elizabeth (born on 22 April 1896),6 John William (born on 19 February 1898),7 Harold, 
Frederick (born in 1901, but died the following year)8 and Albert (born in 1903).9 
 
When Harold’s sister Mary Elizabeth was admitted to school in November 1896, the family had 
moved to Manchester and was living at 269 Bradford Road;10 John was a publican.11 He managed 
the Prince Albert Inn, registered at 269 & 271 Bradford Road.12 Harold’s father ran it until possibly 
sometime in the 1920s and then Harold’s brother John took over. When John was the licensee in 
1939, his barmaid was Florence Walker13—she became his wife in 1946.14  
 
Harold enlisted in The King's (Liverpool Regiment) in about October 1916,15 just months before his 
17th birthday. The army’s record of his death less than three years later suggests that he was 21 
when he died in 1918. But, given his baptismal record, he was probably not yet 19. Did he 
exaggerate his age to enlist?  
 
At the end of May 1918, the 10th Battalion was stationed in northern France, near the Belgian 
border.16 Leading up to the end of the month, there was a lot of enemy activity in the area—artillery 
fire and enemy aircraft activity. On 1 June, “[t]he early hours of the morning were marked by hostile 
artillery activity—gas shells being freely used. [A captain] was wounded whilst inspecting his 
frontline posts; and died of wounds a few hours later. Four other casualties were sustained.” Harold 
was probably one of these, because he was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station on 
1 June.17 He had been gassed and had a gunshot wound to his back and a fracture of his head. He 
died of these wounds the same day. He was unconscious all day and, as a result, the No. 1 CCCS 
chaplain could not identify his next of kin. A letter was sent to the adjutant of his battalion to notify 
them of his death.  
 
Harold was buried on 2 June in Pernes Military Cemetery (Plot 2, Row E, Grave 29) with the 
Canadian chaplain J. K. Tibbits presiding. In June 1918, over 4,000 soldiers were admitted to No. 1 
CCCS.18 There were 82 deaths that month. The Pernes British Military Cemetery was only set up in 
April 1918 when No. 1 and No. 4 CCCS came to Pernes, driven back by the German advance.19 
 



His father requested the following inscription for his headstone:  
 

HOME AT LAST 
THY LABOUR DONE 

SAFE AND BLEST 
THE VICTORY WON20 

 
His father received the monies owing to Arthur from the army upon his death.21 
 
Harold was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 
1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).22 
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