Private Fred Smith®
Regimental number: 19334
9th Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment

born: 27 May 1899 - died: 2 June 1918

Private Fred Smith was born on 27 May 1899 in Radcliffe, near Manchester, Lancashire. He was the
son of Fred Anderton Smith and Sarah Emma Hayes and was baptized on 5 July 1899 at St Thomas
Church in Radcliffe.! His father was born on 28 April 18732 in Bury, Lancashire,? and his mother
about the same time in Little Lever, Lancashire.* They married in the parish church in Little Lever
on 20 October 1897.5

The family lived at 56 Victoria Street in Radcliffe for many decades. They were at that address in
19016 and Fred’s father was still there in 1939.7 Fred and Sarah had three children, but sadly two
died in childhood, leaving Fred junior as their only child. After Fred’s birth, they had a daughter,
Elizabeth, born on 6 January 1901 and baptized on 15 January.8 It was a private baptism, so
perhaps Elizabeth was already in poor health. She died within a few months of her birth. No
evidence was found of the third child—perhaps he or she died so soon after birth that the birth was
not registered.

Fred'’s father was an iron moulder.1° In 1911, when Fred was 11, his mother was also working as a
cop winder!!—the person responsible for the machine that wound yarn from the skein onto a
bobbin for weaving.!2

Fred enlisted in the 9th Battalion of the Royal Sussex Regiment in Bury3 sometime after June
1917.14 Less than a year later, he was on the Front, near Loos in northern France. On 31 May 1918,
“[a]bout 400 Gas Projectors [were] fired on to Battalion Sector at 11:45 p.m. and about 20 at 12:35
am. (1/6/18). These were of large size and produced a great concentration of gas. Casualties were
rather heavy. 210R. .. Killed and wounded.”15 Fred may have been one of them, because he was
admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station on 1 June, having been gassed. He died the
following day and was buried in Pernes Military Cemetery (Plot 2, Row E, Grave 35) with the
Canadian chaplain J. K. Tibbits presiding.

Fred'’s father was his next of kin and was notified of his son’s death.1¢ He had the following
inscription placed on his son’s gravestone:

YOUR MEMORY DEAR FRED
REMAINETH AS A TREASURE
TO FATHER & MOTHER?”

Pernes British Military Cemetery was only set up in April 1918 when No. 1 and No. 4 CCCS came to
Pernes, driven back by the German advance.!8 In June 1918, over 4,000 soldiers were admitted to
No. 1 CCCS, where there were 82 deaths. 1°

Fred was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and
1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).20 His mother received the
monies owing to Fred from the army upon his death.2!



It is not known when Fred’s mother died, but, in 1939, Fred’s father was a widower and a retired
iron moulder, but still living at 56 Victoria Street.22 He was alone, having lost his three children and
his wife.
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