Private Edwin Thomas Stopps©
Regimental number: 11751
9th Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment

born: 27 June 1897 - died: 2 June 1918

Private Edwin Thomas Stopps was born on 27 June 1897 at Lawn
Hill Farm in Moreton Pinkney, Northamptonshire, the son of
William and Mary Stopps.! His father, William Thomas, was born
on 6 December 18632 in Kimble, Buckinghamshire, and his
mother, the former Mary Ward, daughter of the late Edwin Ward
and his wife Sarah of Manor Farm in Moreton Pinkney,3 was born
on 21 November 1866.4 Edwin’s parents married at the parish
church in Moreton Pinkney on 29 September 1896.5

William and Mary had three children. Edwin was the eldest; his
two younger siblings were Eric William (born on 22 September
1902)6 and Marjorie (born in early August 1908 but died before Private Edwin Thomas Stopps
her first birthday).” Source: “UK, De Ruvigny's Roll
of Honour, 1914-1919,”
Edwin’s father was a farmer. In 1901, he was farming at Temple’s ~ Ancestry
Lodge in Barton Seagrave, near Kettering in Northamptonshire.8
However, the family was not with him at the time of the census. Instead, he had three sisters and a
brother-in-law living with him. Edwin’s mother was living with her parents at Manor Farm® and
Edwin was living with his father’s parents, Thomas and Mary Stopps, at Cold Higham, near
Grimscote, Northamptonshire.10 Cold Higham, Moreton Pinkney and Barton Seagrave were only
about 40 miles apart, on either side of Northampton. By 1911, the family was together at Lodge
Farm in Barton Seagrave.!!

In about June 1916,12 Edwin enlisted in the Royal Sussex Regiment in Burton Latimer,
Northamptonshire.13 At the end of May 1918, he was serving with the 9th Battalion and was on the
front, near Loos in northern France. On 31 May, “[a]bout 400 Gas Projectors [were] fired on to
Battalion Sector at 11:45 p.m. and about 20 at 12:35 am. (1/6/18). These were of large size and
produced a great concentration of gas. Casualties were rather heavy. 21 OR ... Killed and
wounded.”t* Edwin may have been one of them, because he was admitted to No. 1 Canadian
Casualty Clearing Station on 1 June. He died the following day, just three weeks before his 21st
birthday. He was buried in Pernes Military Cemetery (Plot 2, Row E, Grave 41), with the Canadian
chaplain J. K. Tibbits presiding.15

His father, who was living in Barton Seagrave, was his next of kin, was notified of his death!¢ and
received the monies owing to him from the army upon his death.!? His father had the following
inscription included on his gravestone:

AT PEACE FOR EVER!8
Pernes British Military Cemetery was only set up in April 1918 when No. 1 and No. 4 CCCSs came to

Pernes, driven back by the German advance.!? In June 1918, over 4,000 soldiers were admitted to
No. 1 CCCS, where there were 82 deaths. 20



Edwin was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and
1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).2! He is honoured on the war
memorial in Barton Seagrave.22

In 1939, Edwin’s parents were living at “Wilmarie” on Cranford Road in Kettering.23 Their second
son, Eric, had married (Dorothy E. Hawkes in 1931) and was living just a couple of miles away at

163 Barton Road in Kettering.24 Eric, like his father and grandfather, was a farmer.
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