
Private Frank Wilkinson© 
Regimental Number: 40403 
1st Battalion, Cameron Highlanders 
 
born: 25 September 1897 – died: 19 April 1918 
 
Frank Wilkinson was born on 25 September 1896 in Bolton Woods, Yorkshire, England, to Emily 
Child and John Edward Wilkinson.1 John had married Emily on 22 April 1889 in the Parish of 
Botton, Yorkshire. John, 24, was a weaving overlooker, while his father Ben Wilkinson was a stone 
mason. Emily was 26 and her father Edwin Child was a quarry owner.2 Frank had one older brother, 
William Child Wilkinson, who was born on 19 April 1891 in Bolton Woods.3 
 
The 1901 census shows that the Wilkinson family was living in Bradford where John was still an 
overlooker in a weaving factory.4 Sadly, just months later, on 20 July 1901, John died5 leaving Emily 
to raise two young boys, aged 4 and 9, by herself.  
 
In the spring of 1904, Emily remarried Joseph Whitaker Rycroft in North Bierley, Yorkshire.6 Joseph 
was born 13 August 1853 in Bradford and was a widower.7 In the summer of 1880 he had married 
Elizabeth8 and they had had two children: Harold, who was born in 1882 and Elizabeth, who was 
born in 1884. It appears that Elizabeth Sr. died sometime before 1901 leaving Joseph, a wool carter, 
to raise two teenagers.9  
 
By the 1911 census, Joseph’s two children were independent, but Emily’s boys, then teenagers, 
were living with them in Bolton Woods. Joseph was a wool sorter for a wool merchant, William was 
a letter press machine man and Frank was a clerk in a textile dyeworks.10 
 
Both Frank and his brother William enlisted in the British Army to fight the Great War, but with 
different regiments; sadly, both were killed, leaving their mother bereaved. Regrettably, only about 
30% of UK service records still exist due to a fire resulting from a 1940 air raid on the Army 
Records Office in Walworth, London,11 and it appears that neither brother’s records were saved. As 
a result, certain specifics of their military experience were not obtainable. 
 
Frank’s war gratuity of £10 10s12 suggests that he had enlisted in December 1915, while William’s 
war gratuity of £8 10s13 suggests that he had enlisted a few months later, in April 1916. The war 
gratuity was introduced in December 1918 as a payment to be made to those men (or their estates) 
who had served in WW I for a period of at least six months or for home service for any length of 
time if the man had served overseas.14 
 
William was the first son to die, on 3 May 1917. His regimental number was 18/867 and he was 
with the 18th Battalion, West Yorkshire Regiment (Prince of Wales’s Own).15  
 
Frank had enlisted at Bradford with the 1st Battalion, Cameron Highlanders (Queen’s Own).16 In 
1916 this Battalion fought in the Battles of the Somme, and in 1917 they took part in the German 
retreat to the Hindenburg Line and the Third Battle of Ypres. They were in action in the Battle of 
Lys in April 191817 when Frank, then 21 years old, was fatally wounded with gunshot wounds to his 
buttock and legs. He was buried the next day in Pernes British Military Cemetery, Plot 1, Row C, 
Grave 22 with Robert K. Lambert, Chaplain, presiding. 18  
 
 



The grave marker includes the inscription:  
 

NOT LOST BUT GONE BEFORE19 
 
Pernes British Cemetery was not opened until April 1918, when the 1st and 4th Canadian Casualty 
Clearing Stations pulled back to Pernes, driven back by the German advance in Flanders. There are 
1,098 First World War burials in Pernes.20 
 
After losing first her husband, then both of her sons, Emily also suffered the loss of her second 
husband in March 1927,21 passing away herself in March 1943 at the age of 79.22 
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