Private Douglas Lovitt©
Regimental number: 41121
8th Battalion, King's Own (Royal Lancaster Regiment)

born: 1899 - died: 1 June 1918

Private Douglas Lovitt was born in 1899 in East Retford, Nottinghamshire,! the eldest son of John
William and Mary Jane Lovitt.2 His father was born on 12 January 18703 in Glanford Brigg,
Lincolnshire,* and his mother, the former Mary Jane Fletcher, in 18795 in Morton Grange, Babworth,
near Retford.6 They married on 8 February 1899 at St Giles Church in Elkesley, near Retford? and
had seven children: Douglas, Lilian (born in 1901),8 Ernest Rawson (born 13 June 1904),° Sydney
Arthur (born in 1906),1° John Henry (born in 1909),11
Wilfred (born 1 February 1912)12 and Leonard (born in
1913).13

In 1901, the family was living at 3 Mattersea Road in Sutton,
East Retford, where Douglas’ father was a blacksmith,
working on his own account at home.'4 By 1911, John was
working as a general smith but was listed as “disengaged”
and the family was living on Hallcroft Road in Retford.15
Sadly, Mary Jane died about a year after the birth of their
last child. She died on 29 September 1914 at Morton
Grange, Babworth,6 leaving John with seven children under
the age of 15.

Prior to the Great War, Douglas was working on the Morton
Grange Farm.17 He enlisted in Retford?8 in the
Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire Regiment (Sherwood
Foresters) on 26 September 1917 and went to France on 10
May 1918.19 He later transferred to the 8th Battalion of the
King's Own (Royal Lancaster Regiment). Less than a month
after arriving in France he was fatally injured. He was only
18 when he was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty
Clearing Station on 1 June 1918 with shrapnel wounds to
his chest, leg, arms and hip.2? He died the same day and was
u e rg e R, : buried the following day in Pernes Military Cemetery (Plot
Private Douglas Lovitt 2, Row E, Grave 28) with the Canadian chaplain J. K. Tibbits
Source: Retford Times, posted in “Roll of presiding.

Honour,” Nottinghamshire County
Council (with permission)

John Lovitt, who was still living at Morton Grange, was
Douglas’ next of kin, was notified of his death?! and received
the monies owing to him from the army upon his death.22 John had the following inscription
engraved on Douglas’ headstone:

AGE 18
MORTON GRANGE, RETFORD?3



In June 1918, over 4,000 soldiers were admitted to No. 1 CCCS.2¢ There were 82 deaths that month.
The Pernes British Military Cemetery was only set up in April 1918 when No. 1 and No. 4 CCCS
came to Pernes, driven back by the German advance.25

Douglas’ death was also reported in the Retford Times on 21 June 1918. The announcement noted
that Douglas “was well known and highly respected and much sympathy is felt with the bereaved
family.”26

[ S e . - Douglas is remembered in the memorial in All
. ‘]"‘ &=k R Saint’s Church in Babworth.2”
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= L, b In 1939, Douglas’ father was in Trinity Hospital, on
b :3!5:":\".?:'|.".‘-|j:}';\"“"'f;‘f NN e it s P | Trinity Road in Retford.28 He died at Trinity
e ‘ I . Hospital on 7 March 1952. By the time he died, he
;. s had lost his wife and probably at least three of his
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{“ s S e L and Wilfred in 1946.30
o ol Douglas’ brother Ernest married Ivy E Ellis in

19283t and, in 1939, they were living in Market
Bosworth, Leicestershire. Ernest’s brother Wilfred
was living with them. Ernest was a farm foreman
and Wilfred was unemployed, having been
discharged from the Royal Air Force.32 Douglas’ brother Sydney was a gardener33 and married
Dorothy Marriott in 1932.34 His brother John married Edna M Morgan in 1928.35 No information
was found about what became of his youngest brother Leonard.

Private Douglas Lovitt
Source: Memorial in All Saints Church, Babworth,
Nottinghamshire County Council (with permission)
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