Private Stanley Frederick Playdon®©
Regimental number: 41097
7th Battalion, Northamptonshire Regiment

born: 1899 - died: 1 June 1918

Private Stanley Frederic Playdon was born in 1899 in Lambeth, Surrey.! He was the son of

George Frederick and Barbara Playdon and was baptized on 27 August 1899 at St Michael’s Church,
Lambeth.2 [t was the same church where his parents had married exactly a year before. George
(born in about 1875) and the former Barbara Trood (born in about 1878),3 were married on 27
August 1898.4 George was a commercial clerk.

Three years later George was a bookkeeper and he and Barbara were living with Barbara’s mother,
also Barbara, at 24 St Martin’s Road in Lambeth. By then, they had one child—Stanley. Also living
with them were Barbara junior’s siblings—Martha (a cashier) and Thomas (a country council
constable). George and Barbara’s second son, Leslie Spencer, was born in 1905.5 Six years later,
George had become an auditor for a cement manufacturer and the family was living at 98 Pelham
Road in Gravesend, Kent.¢ The area around Gravesend was propitious for making cement as there
was easy access to plentiful water and chalk. “By 1900, there were nine cement works operating on
the Thames between Swanscombe and Gravesend.””

Stanley probably enlisted sometime after June 19178 in the Bedfordshire Regiment (Regimental
number: 51596).9 At some point, he transferred to the 7th Battalion of the Northamptonshire
Regiment.

At the end of May 1918, his battalion was stationed near Lens in northern France,!° where, on 30
May, it relieved the 13th Battalion of the Middlesex Regiment. On the evening of the next day, the
battalion was subject to enemy gas and artillery attacks—one Other Rank (non-officer) died and
eleven were evacuated. The attack continued into the next day, when the enemy artillery was
described as “slightly active.” Three Other Ranks were gassed. One of these might have been
Stanley, because he was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station on 1 June, suffering
from the gas attack.!! He died the same day. By 4 June 1918, the battalion had received word that a
total of six Other Ranks had died as a result of the gas attack on the night of 31 May to 1 June.12

Stanley was buried on 2 June in Pernes Military Cemetery (Plot 2, Row E, Grave 33) with the
Canadian chaplain J. K. Tibbits presiding.13 The Pernes British Military Cemetery was only set up in
April 1918 when No. 1 and No. 4 CCCSs came to Pernes, driven back by the German advance.14
Stanley’s father George was his next of kin and was notified of his death.1s He had the following
inscription included on his gravestone:

MAKE HIM TO BE NUMBERED
WITH THY SAINTS
IN GLORY EVERLASTING?6

Stanley’s father also received the monies owing to him from the army upon his death.1” George
probably died only a few years later, dying in 1927, at the age of 52, in Gravesend.!8 His mother
probably lived a much longer life—dying in 1972, at the age of 94.19



Stanley was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and
1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an ’ L
operational theatre).20

Stanley probably worked for the Midland Bank
before the war, as he is honoured on the
London Joint City and Midland Bank Roll of
Honour at Canary Wharf in Tower Hamlets,
London. Approximately half the bank's staff at
that time served during the Great War. He is
also honoured on the memorial in All Saint’s
Church, Perry Street, in Northfleet, Gravesend.2!

Stanley’s brother Leslie married Florence Ethel
Morrison in 1932;22 they had one son,
Frederick James,23 who was born in 1932 and
married Margaret Ford in 1959.24 Leslie died in
Derby, Derbyshire, in 1994.

War Memorial, All Saint’s Church, Perry Street, Northfleet
Gravesend
Source: All Saint’s Church, Perry Street (with permission)
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