Private Silvester Carr©
Regimental number: 201436
1st/4th Battalion, The Loyal North Lancashire Regiment

born: about 1890 - died: 24 May 1918

BLESSED ARE THE DEAD
WHO DIE IN THE LORD?

This is the inscription that Private Silvester Carr’s wife requested for his gravestone in Pernes
British Military Cemetery. Ellen Hargreaves, born in about 1890 in Freckleton, Lancashire, the
daughter of James and Elizabeth Hargreaves,2 had married Silvester in 1913 in Fylde, Lancashire.3
Before their marriage, she was living at 22 Lytham Road in Freckleton and was working as a cotton
weaver.*

Silvester was living just over a mile away at 73 Reeskin Road in Freckleton in 1911. Before his
marriage, he was a railway cleaner for the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway Company, but his
father was a cotton weaver.5

Silvester’s father, Thomas Carr, was born in about 1865 in Preston, Lancashire.6 In 1911, he was a
widower. His wife, the former Margaret Westhead (born in about 1868 in Commonside,
Lancashire),” had died the year before.8 Thomas and Margaret had married in 1889 in Fylde,
Lancashire® and Silvester was probably the eldest of their nine children:10

Silvester (born in about 1890),!!

Ann (born in about 1891, but died in 1909),12
Jane (born in about 1894),13

Ellen (born in about 1896, but died 1899), 14
Margaret (born in about 1898),15

Thomas (born in about 1903, but died in 1903),1¢
Thomas James (born in about 1904)17 and
Rebekah (born in about 1905).18

The identity of their ninth child, who probably died in childhood, was not found.

After Silvester’s birth, he and his parents were living on Lytham Road in Warton, Lancashire.1?
Lytham Road ran between Warton and Freckleton, which was just a mile away. Ten years later they
had moved just minutes away to 67 Bank Lane in Warton.20

Silvester had been married just two years when he enlisted in the Loyal North Lancashire Regiment
on 26 May 1915.21 He was 5’ 4%4” tall, was in good physical form and a member of the Plymouth
Brethren.

On 12 October 1915, he sailed from Southampton to France and was probably with the 4th
Battalion of the Loyal North Lancashire Regiment. In August 1916, he joined the 164th Brigade,
Runner Section. Six months later, he was hospitalized with scabies and it was seven weeks before
he rejoined his battalion. He had 10 days leave in England in September/October 1917, and this
may have been the last time he saw his family, because he died about six months later.



Silvester was already dead when he was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station on 25
May 1918.22 His cause of death was ulcerative endocarditis and a cerebral embolism, which had
been aggravated by service in the field. A post-mortem revealed a cerebral hemorrhage.

He was buried on 25 May in Pernes British Military Cemetery (Plot 2, Row C, Grave 22) with the
Canadian chaplain R. K. Lambert presiding. The chaplain did not know who Silvester’s next of kin
was, but a comrade who knew him agreed to write to his family.23

After the war, Silvester’s wife was living at 17 Lytham Road.2 His personal possessions—a wallet,
photographs, letters, a cigarette case, a mirror, a watching guard, a pipe, a purse, a cigarette holder,
three religious books, two class badges, a calendar, two identity discs (one blank) and a metal
ring—were returned to her in August 1918.

Silvester was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914
and 1918), the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the 1914-15 Star (for
service in the war against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915).25 In
September 1919, his wife applied to the War Office for his Victory Medal2é and, in August 1921, she
was still requesting the memorial plaque, which had been promised.2?

Silvester’s father Thomas remarried during the war, marrying Margaret Rose on 16 June 1917 at
the Church of St Philip in Liverpool.28 Sadly, Thomas probably died just a few years later in Fylde.2?
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