Lance Corporal Gilbert Clarkson©
Regimental number: 358208
1st/10th Battalion, The King's (Liverpool) Regiment

born: about 1861- died: 18 May 2018

Lance Corporal Gilbert Clarkson’s wife Catherine had the following inscription written on his
gravestone in Pernes British Military Cemetery:

REST IN THE LORD!

Gilbert had married Catherine Chandler in 1911 in West Derby, Lancashire.z Catherine Louisa
Chandler was born on 18 June 1884 and baptized at St. Peter's church in Liverpool, Lancashire. She
and Gilbert had two sons: Eric, born in 1912,3 and Ronald, born in 1915.4

Nearly a year after the birth of his second son, Gilbert enlisted in the British Expeditionary Force.
He enlisted in Stockport, Cheshire,> probably in about April 1916.6 He served in the 10th Battalion
of the King's (Liverpool) Regiment.

In the middle of May 1918, his battalion was in the trenches near Vaudricourt in northern

France.” On 13 May, the battalion sustained a few causalities from enemy fire in front line trenches
and the battalion commander was injured and replaced. The next day the battalion was relieved by
the 1/5th King’s Liverpool Regiment and proceeded to camp in Vaudricourt, but Gilbert likely did
not go with them. It was on 14 May that Gilbert was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing
Station with gunshot wounds to his head and a fractured skull.8 He died three days later and was
buried in Pernes British Military Cemetery (Plot 1, Row E, Grave 30) with the Canadian chaplain R.
K. Lambert presiding. Gilbert was one of seven Other Ranks (non-officers) in the battalion who
were Killed or died of wounds that month.?

Pernes British Military Cemetery was only set up in April 1918 when No. 1 and No. 4 CCCSs came to
Pernes, driven back by the German advance.1? Melville was one of 170 admissions to No. 1 CCCS on
14 May. In that month, a total of nearly 4,000 soldiers were admitted and 115 died.!!

His wife, who was his next of kin and living at 66 Bramhill Lane, Stockport, in Cheshire, was notified
of his death.12 She also received the monies owing to him from the army upon his death.13 In 1939,
Catherine and her son Ronald were still in Cheshire, living at 15 Birnam Road in Wallasey.14

Gilbert was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and
1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).15

Gilbert was probably the son of Thomas and Agnes Clarkson.16 Thomas was born in Fleetwood
(probably in Lancashire) in about 1861 and Agnes (the former Agnes Ashworth), in Manchester in
about 1862.17 They married in the parish church of St Philip’s in Manchester on 8 March 188118 and
had 11 children: May (born in 1882),1° Gilbert, Frederick Joseph (born in 1887, but died the
following year),20 Thomas (born in 1889),21 Herbert (born in 1892, but died within a few months),22
Elsie (born in 1893),23 William Harold (born in 1897, but died at the age of 3),2¢ Robert (born in
1898),25 Lawrence Arthur (born in 1900)26 and George Ernest (born in 1902).27 The identity of the
eleventh child, who died before 1911, was not found.



In 1891, this family was living at 34 Worth Street, Manchester, where Thomas was a shutter
maker.28 Ten years later, the family had moved to 11 Franklin Street. Gilbert was now an errand
boy.29 In 1911, Thomas, Agnes and their three youngest children were living at 29 Shelmerdine
Street.30 But Gilbert and his brother Thomas were living at 77 Everton Road in Liverpool, where
they both worked in a picture palace—Gilbert was the manager and Thomas, a lecturer.3! Gilbert
and Catherine were married later that year.
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