
Private Thomas Albert Cooper©  
Regimental number: 68597 
4th Battalion, Royal Fusiliers  
  
born: 1878 - died: 29 May 1918 
 
Private Thomas Albert Cooper was a son, husband and father. His wife requested this inscription 
for his gravestone: 
 

AT REST 
IN LOVING MEMORY 

WIDOW, CHILDREN, FATHER MOURN1 
 
Thomas’ widow was the former Kate Smith, born in Stowmarket, Suffolk, in about 1882,2 whom he 
married in 1909 in Croydon, Sussex.3 
 
The first of Thomas’ children was his daughter, Lilian Kate Cooper, born in 1910 in Croydon.4 The 
inscription on the gravestone suggests there were probably other children—perhaps born in south 
London, where Lilian was living during and after the war. Perhaps she had moved there from 
Croydon, while Thomas was away.  
 
Thomas’ father was John Cooper (born in Frostenden, Suffolk, in about 1841).5 His mother was 
Thomas’ second wife, the former Sarah Coventry (born in Marylebone, Middlesex, in about 1837). 
They married on 26 November 1874 at the church of St John’s, in Penge, Surrey,6 and had two 
children—Alfred, born in 1876,7 and Thomas, born in 1878.8  
 
John also had children with his first wife—probably the former Eliza Morgan. They married in 
18649 and had at least two children; John, born in 1866,10 and Charlotte, born in 1868.11 John, Eliza 
and the two children were living in Croydon in 1871.12 Sadly, his daughter Charlotte died the 
following year.13 It appears that his wife Eliza also died two years later.14 John remarried later the 
same year.  
 
In 1881, Thomas was living with his father, mother and step-brother John at 3 Heath Terrace in 
Penge, Surrey, where John senior was a foreman in a brick depot.15 John lost his second wife Sarah 
eight years later in Croydon. In 1891, John, a widower and still a brickmakers’ foreman, was living 
at 11 Padua Road in Penge with his son Thomas.16 
 
John was 56 years of age when he was wed for the third time. He married Ann Pullen, a spinster 
born in Berkshire in about 1848,17 on 28 January1897 at St. John the Evangelist church in Penge.18 
In 1901, Thomas, then 22 years old, was a gardener living with his father and his new wife.19 
 
Ten years later, Thomas was married and living at 18 Raleigh Road in Penge with his wife Kate and 
their first child. He was now a nurseryman’s assistant, working for a florist. 20 His father and his 
wife Ann were still living in Penge.21 
 
Five years later, in about April 1916,22 38-year-old Thomas joined the Suffolk Regiment (regimental 
number 202741). 23 He enlisted in Bromley,24 now part of London. He later joined the Royal 
Fusiliers (London Regiment)25 and was with the 4th Battalion near Chocques, in northern France, in 
mid-May 1918. From 13 to 16 May, the battalion was in camp and the soldiers had the opportunity 



for baths and range practice. The battalion returned to the front line on 16 May, where it relieved 
the 1st Battalion of the Gordon Highlanders. The next three days were moderately quiet; however, 
after that there were a few casualties each day. On 29 May, one company was heavily shelled and 
two Other Ranks (non-officers) were killed and five wounded. There were also two cases of shell 
shock.26  
 
Thomas may have been one of these casualties, as he was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty 
Clearing Station on 29 May 1918 with shrapnel wounds to his right arm and shoulder, as well as his 
side and chest. He died the same day and was buried the following day in Pernes British Military 
Cemetery (Plot 2, Row D, Grave No. 28) with the Canadian chaplain R. K. Lambert presiding. The 
chaplain was not aware of his next of kin, which suggests that Thomas may already have been 
unconscious when he arrived at No. 1 CCCS.27 
 
Pernes British Military Cemetery was only set up in April 1918 when No. 1 and No. 4 CCCSs came to 
Pernes, driven back by the German advance.28 Thomas was one of 95 injured admitted to No 1. CCCS 
on 29 May 1918. In total, there were nearly 4,000 soldiers admitted to this CCCS in the month of 
May and 115 died.29 
 
After the war, Thomas’ wife Kate was living at 16 Marlow Road, in Anerley, London.30 
 
Thomas was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 
1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).31 
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