
Private James Hoggins (Murray)©  
Regimental number:  8411 
1st Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers  
  
born: 1895 - died: 11 May 1918  
 
Private James Hoggins served in the British Expeditionary Force under the names Hoggins and 
Murray.1 He was probably the eldest son of James and Ellen Hoggins.2 Ellen’s maiden name was 
Murray, but it is not known why James would have served under his mother’s maiden name, since 
everything suggests he was the legitimate son of James Hoggins.  
 
James Senior was born in about 1871 in Newcastle upon Tyne and his wife Ellen in the following 
year in Easingwold, Yorkshire.3 They married in 1893.4 After James, who was born in 1895 in 
Newcastle upon Tyne,5 they had seven more children, three of whom they lost as infants. James’ 
siblings were Catherine (born in 1896),6 Edith (born in 1897 but died a few months later),7 Albert 
(born in 1899),8 Annie (born in 1901),9 Arthur (born in 1904, but also died in infancy),10 Norman 
(born in 1907)11 and Norah (born in 1910 but died the following year).12 
 
In 1901, the family was living at 37 Henry Street in Newcastle upon Tyne, where James Sr. was a 
sawyer, working at home.13 Ten years later, the family had moved to 39 Avondale Road in 
Newcastle. James Sr. was working at the timber yard and his son James was now an apprentice 
sawyer.14  
 
James signed up to serve at the very beginning of the Great War. He enlisted in the British 
Expeditionary Force in about August 191415 and went to France on 4 December 191416 with the 1st 
Battalion of the Northumberland Fusiliers. He enlisted early in the war, first went to the Front at 
the end of 1914 and survived for nearly four years.  
 
At the beginning of May 1918, his battalion was in billets in Chocques, just west of Bethune, in 
northern France.17 There was time for some soldiers to have baths, but the battalion was on two 
hours’ notice for returning to the trenches. On 4 May, the soldiers were awoken early in the 
morning by enemy shelling near the billets and they had to be ready to ensure speedy evacuation. 
Gas attacks and shelling continued from both sides over the next few days. On 10 May, there was 
considerable enemy shelling. Perhaps that was what injured James. He was admitted to No. 1 
Canadian Casualty Clearing Station on 10 May with shrapnel wounds to his chest. He died the 
following day.18 
 
He was one of 54 1st Battalion soldiers sent to a casualty clearing station in the month of May19 and 
one of 195 admissions to No. 1 CCCS on 10 May. In the whole month of May, a total of nearly 4,000 
soldiers were admitted to this station and 115 died.20 
 
James was buried in Pernes British Military Cemetery (Plot 2, Row 8, Grave 30) on 11 May, with the 
Canadian chaplain J. K. Tibbits presiding.21 This military cemetery was only set up in April 1918 
when No. 1 and No. 4 CCCSs came to Pernes, driven back by the German advance.22  
 
James was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 
1918), the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the 1914–15 Star (for service in 
the war against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915).23 His sister Hannah 



Dodd, who was living a Oystershell Lane in Newcastle, applied for the 1914-15 Star in August 
1919.24 
 
James’ sister Annie, who was living at 6 Pusey Place in Newcastle, was his next of kin and was 
notified of his death.25 She—by then she was married and was known as Annie Gibson—and his 
other sister, Hannah Dodd, received the monies owning to James from the army upon his death.26  
 
James’ brother Albert also served in the Great War. He was a driver in the Royal Air Force 
(regimental number: 251873)27 and was awarded two medals—the British War Medal and the 
Victory Medal.28 He was too young to enlist earlier in the war and, as such, was not entitled to the 
1914–15 Star. In 1920, he was living at 14 Beresford Road in Newcastle.29 In 1936, he probably 
married Mary E. Gill and three years later they were living at 46 Biddlestone Road in Newcastle.30  
 
In 1939, James’ youngest brother Norman was probably married and living at 14 Beresford Road, 
where his brother had been just after the war.31  
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