
Private William Mitchell Milne©  
Regimental number: S/12137 
1st Battalion, Gordon Highlanders  
  
born: about 1896 - died: 24 May 1918 
 
Private William Mitchell Milne was born at 7:30 a.m. on 25 March 1896 at 70B Marischal Street, 
Peterhead, Aberdeenshire, the son of William and Elizabeth Milne.1 Both his parents were born in 
Aberdeenshire—William in Rathen in about 1872 and Elizabeth, less than 15 miles away, in 
Peterhead in about 1868.2 William, a farm servant, had married Elizabeth Philips on 16 December 
1891 in Peterhead3 and the couple had at least four children—all sons: George Philip (born in about 
1888), James (born in about 1894), William and Richard (born in about 1899).4 
 
In 1901, the family was living at Brawbymuir Cottar House, Benholm, in Kincardineshire, where 
William senior was a ploughman, working on a farm.5 
 
It is not known where William and/or his family were living in 1911. But, in 1915, William enlisted 
in the British Expeditionary Force in Aberdeen.6 He enlisted in the Gordon Highlanders, probably in 
May 19157 and went to France on 24 November of the same year.8 He survived two and a half years 
on the Front.  
 
At the beginning of May 1918, William’s battalion was stationed near Chocques, just west of 
Bethune, in northern France. On 19 May, two working parties from the battalion were engaged in 
burying cables in Hinges Chateau. During the night of 19/20 May, one party lost a lieutenant and 
sustained seven causalities. The other came under heavy gas bombardment; seven men were 
wounded and 12 gassed. By the evening of 20 May, there were 120 cases of gas poisoning, including 
several officers. That day the battalion relieved the 2nd Royal Scots Regiment, which had suffered 
greater casualties than the Gordons. On 24 May 1918, the battalion relieved 2nd Suffolk Regiment, 
with apparently no casualties.9 However, William was injured at some point and admitted on 24 
May to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station. He died the same day of shrapnel wounds and a 
fractured skull and was buried in Pernes British Military Cemetery (Plot 2, Row C, Grave 11) on 24 
May, with the Canadian chaplain R. K. Lambert presiding.10 He was just 22 years old. 
 
This military cemetery was only set up in April 1918 when No. 1 and No. 4 CCCSs came to Pernes, 
driven back by the German advance.11 William was one of 200 injured admitted to No 1. CCCS on 24 
May 1918. In total, nearly 4,000 soldiers were admitted to this CCCS in the month of May and 115 
died.12 
 
William’s next of kin was identified as Mrs. J. Milne, who was living at 181 Grate Northern Road, 
Woodside, in Aberdeen, but it is not certain who this was. Perhaps it was the wife of his eldest 
brother James or perhaps it was a mistake and should have been Mrs. E. Milne, his mother. 
Whoever it was, she was sent a letter informing the family of William’s death. 13 The monies owing 
to William from the army upon his death were sent to his father and a Mary A. Rioch.14 It is also not 
known who this was or her relationship to William.  
 
William was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 
1918), the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the 1914–15 Star (for service in 
the war against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915).15 
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