Private Herbert Edwin Robertson®
Regimental number: 42427
2nd Battalion, Suffolk Regiment

born: probably 1880 - died: 13 May 1918

Private Herbert Edwin Robertson was honoured by his wife with the following inscription on his
gravestone:
WHEN DEATH COMES TO ME
GOD GIVE YOU THEN
BACK TO ME
MY BELOVED!

Herbert and his wife, the former Lucy Mary Ann Granham (born on 30 June 1881 in Ipswich),2 had
married in Ipswich in 19023 and had five children. They first two children were daughters: Lucy
Lilly, born in 19034 and Winifred May, born in 1904.5 Sadly Winifred died a year later,® about the
same time as their third daughter, Winifred Sybil May, was born.” Then they had a son, Jack
Herbert, born in 1914,8 followed by another daughter, Sybil ], born on15 May 1918.9 Sybil was born
just two days after her father died.

Herbert was the son of Lucy Elizabeth Gray and probably Edwin Horrex Robertson. He was born
Herbert Edwin Robertson Gray and his birth was registered in 18811° but he was probably born at
the end of 1880,!1 before his parents’ marriage in 1881.12 Both Edwin and Lucy were born in about
185113 in Ipswich and married in early 1881. After their marriage, they had a daughter, Lucy Muriel
Gray, who was born in 1883.14

When Herbert was five months old, he and his parents were living with Lucy’s mother, Lucy Gray, a
widow, at 3 Sallow Road in Ipswich. Edwin was a carpenter and Lucy, a laundress.1s

In 1891, Herbert was living at 36 Rose Villas family with his parents and Lucy’s sister, Jane Gray.16
Sadly, Herbert’s mother died in 1899 at the age of about 38.17 Two years later, Herbert and Lily
were living with their father at 1901 Riverside Terrace on Bramford Road in Ipswich. Herbert was
now a barber, working on his own account at home.18

The following year, Herbert’s father remarried. Edwin married Beatrice Taylor?!? in the same year
that Herbert married Lucy. In 1911, Herbert’s father and his second wife were living at 140
Norwich Road in Ipswich.20 Herbert and his young family were living about a mile away at 212
Bramford Road. Herbert was now identified as a hairdresser.2!

Herbert enlisted in the British Expeditionary Force in Ipswich?2 in about September 1916, when he
was 36 years old.23 Just about a year later, his father died; he was still living at 140 Norwich Road
when he died on 24 July 1917.24

Herbert served first with Essex Regiment (Regimental number: 34967) and then with the Suffolk
Regiment. He was serving with the 2nd Battalion when on 13 May 1918 he was wounded and
admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station with shrapnel wounds to his left thigh. He died
the same day and was buried on 14 May in Pernes British Military Cemetery (Plot 2, Row B, Grave
48) with the Canadian chaplain J. K. Tibbits presiding.2s



As his next of kin, his wife was notified of his death?¢ and received the monies owning to him from
the army upon this death.2”

Herbert was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and
1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).28

In 1939, his wife Lucy was still living at 212 Bramford Road with her daughter, Sybil.29 Lucy
probably died in Ipswich in 1972.30
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