
Private James Harold Sibley©  
Regimental number: 22070 
1st Battalion, Gloucestershire Regiment  
 
 born: 1891- died: 25 May 1918  
 
The inscription on Private James Harold Sibley’s gravestone reads:  
 

WE LOVED HIM 
HE LOVED US 

HE GAVE HIS LIFE FOR US1 
 
His father George had requested this inscription on behalf of the family. James Harold (known as 
Harold) was one of 10 children born to George Edward Sibley and Elizabeth Prince. George and 
Elizabeth were both born in Crewkerne, Somersetshire,2 and were the same age—20—when they 
married.3 George was born on 2 June 18684 and Elizabeth in about the same year.5 They married in 
the parish church of Crewkerne on 2 October 1887.6 They started their family early and had seven 
sons and three daughters:  
 
• Willie Reginald (born in 1888),7 
• Charles Ernest (born in 1890),8 
• James Harold (born in 1891),9 
• Percy Hubert (born on 21 March 1892),10 
• Elsie Blanche (born in 1896),11 
• John Wilfred Archibald (born in 1898),12 
• Beatrice Alice (born in 1900),13 
• Victor Fred (born in 1903),14 
• Sidney George (born in 1904)15 and  
• Dorothy Gertrude Nelly (born in 1906).16 

 
Sadly, their last child, Dorothy, died when she was just 2.17  
 
Most of the children, including Harold, were born in Crewkerne, which is located between Yeovil 
and Chard in Somersetshire. That is where the family was living in 1891, where George was a web 
weaver and Elizabeth a shirt machinist. The family was living on West Street.18 Ten years later the 
family had moved to Barry Lane, in Hardington, near Yeovil. George had made a career shift and 
was now a Prudential insurance agent.19 He was probably known as the “Man from the Pru.”20 The 
Prudential was founded in London in 1848 to provide loans to professional and working people. A 
few years later, it introduced insurance policies to the working class “for premiums as low as one 
penny through agents acting as door to door salesmen.”21 A salesman was known for many years as 
the "Man from the Pru".”22 
 
By 1911 George had perhaps been promoted in the company, as he was now an assurance 
superintendent, and the family was living about 20 miles away at Rydor House, Castle Cary, still in 
Somersetshire. Both Harold and his older brother Reginald were then tailors.23 
 
Harold joined up very early in the Great War. He enlisted in Bath24 in about August 1914.25 He 
served in the Gloucestershire Regiment and went to France on 20 July 1915.26  
 



He survived more than three years. In mid-May 1918, he was with the 1st Battalion of the regiment, 
which was in the field at Cambrin, near Béthune in northern France. The weather was fine until 24 
May, when there was heavy rain in the morning. The battalion’s companies changed positions 
during the day. In the evening, 200 gas projectors were discharged over the enemy. Two Other 
Ranks [non-officers] were wounded that day.27 One may have been Harold. He was admitted to No. 
1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station on 24 May 1918 with shrapnel wounds to his abdomen, head 
and thighs. He died the following day and was buried the same day in Pernes British Cemetery, 
France (Plot 2, Row C, Grave 21) with the Canadian chaplain R. K. Lambert presiding.28  
 
Pernes British Military Cemetery was only set up in April 1918 when No. 1 and No. 4 CCCSs came to 
Pernes, driven back by the German advance.29 Harold was one of 200 injured admitted to No 1. 
CCCS on 24 May 1918. In total, of nearly 4,000 soldiers admitted to this CCCS in the month of May, 
115 died.30 
 
The chaplain wrote to Harold’s father, his next of kin, who was living at Guildown, Marian [sic] Road 
in Clevedon, Somerset, to notify him of his son’s death.31  
 
Harold was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 
1918), the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the 1914–15 Star (for service in 
the war against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915).32 
 
Harold’s mother died sometime before 1939, since that year Harold’s father was a widower. He was 
living at 15 Marson Road.33 He was living at Guildown on Marson Road when he died on 7 
December 1943.34  
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