
Sergeant George Henry Watson©  
Regimental number: 240341 
1st/5th Battalion, King's Own Yorkshire Light Infantry 
  
born: 1881–died: 21 July 1917 
 
Sergeant George Henry Watson was born in 18811 in Balby, near Doncaster, Yorkshire, the son of 
William John and Mary Ann Watson.2 His father was born in about 1856 in Warmsworth, Yorkshire, 
and his mother, the former Mary Ann Greenfield, about the same year in Balby. His parents were 
married on 22 July 1878 at the parish church in Balby with Hexthorpe3 and had seven children: 
Thomas Arthur (born in 1879),4 George, Lillie (born in 1884),5 Ernest (born in 1887),6 Herbert 
(born in 1889),7 Horace (born in 1891)8 and Edith (born in 1894).9 

In 1881, his parents and their eldest son were living on St John’s Road in Balby with Hexthorpe, 
where William was a cabinet maker.10 George was born later that year and, in 1891, the family had 
moved to 4 Back Lane in Balby.11 Ten years later they were still at the same address.12 George, age 
19, was now a carriage painter with the railway. The same year, he married Sarah Ellen Hewick 
near Doncaster.13 Sarah was born in about 1879 in Doncaster, the daughter of John and Mary 
Hewick.14 George and Sarah had five children—two sons and three daughters: George (born in 
1901),15 Mabel (born in 1905),16 Kathleen (born in 1907)17 Frederick (born in 1909)18 and Flora 
(born on 14 March 1917).19 

In 1911, George and his young family were living at 44 King George Road in Balby, where George 
was a house painter.20 Sarah’s mother Mary was living with the family. George’s parents and his 
four youngest siblings were living at 70 Albany Road in Balby.21   

In the first month of the war,22 George enlisted in the King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry in 
Doncaster.23 The 5th Battalion, KOYLI was mobilized at the outbreak of the war in August 1914 in 
Doncaster, Yorkshire. The battalion left from Folkestone to go to Boulogne on 12 April 1915 and 
was mostly stationed near Estaires in northern France. George probably went with them, because 
his service in France began on 13 April 1915.24 The battalion took part in the Battle of Aubers Ridge 
in May 1915 and the battles of the Somme in the second half of 1916.25 

On 19 July 1917, George was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station—he was 
unconscious.26 According to the journals of the No. 1 CCCS chaplains, he died two days later, at the 
age of 37, and was buried in Adinkerke, probably at the Adinkerke Military Cemetery (Grave 28). 
However, the Commonwealth War Grave Commission records indicate that he was buried in the 
Adinkerke Churchyard Extension (Grave 840).27 Both cemeteries are located just under a kilometre 
apart in Adinkerke, near Veurne, Belgium—across the border from Dunkirk, France.  

Commonwealth troops held the Front from the Belgian coast inland for about 70 kilometres from 
June to November 1917. No. 1 CCCS was at Adinkerke for a short time in June.28 The Adinkerke 
Military Cemetery has 168 Commonwealth Great War graves and the Adinkerke Churchyard 
Extension has 67.29  

His wife, who was living at 26 St John's Road in Balby, was notified of her husband’s death30 and 
received the monies owing to him from the army upon his death.31 As his daughter Flora was born 
just four months before his death, it is likely that he never saw his last child. George’s wife was left a 
widow with five children under the age of 16.  

George was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918), the 
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the 1914–15 Star (for service in the war 
against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915).32 
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